April 3, 1989 LB 592

CLERK: Not at this time, Nr. President.

SPEAKER BARRETT: Thankyou. Nr. Clerk, back to the bill under
consi deration, LB 592. Can you bring us up to date?

CLERK: Nr. President, 592 was discussed this morning. There is
pending a nmotion to bracket the bill until April 17. That

notion has been offered by Senator Schmit. The body was in
di scussion of that notion.

SPEAKER BARRETT: On the motion then to bracket the pj until
April 17, for di scussion purposes, Senator Wsely, tol | oned by
Senator Abboud.

SENATOR WESELY:: Thank you. Nr_ .Speaker and members’ | haven't
followed all the debate on this issue but | would rise .4 make a
coupl e of points. First off, as we' re talking on this bill, it

seens to me that we' re discussing the following gscenario as a
solution to our problenms wth drugs. First off, that we need to

have nore police or patrolnmen to catch people illegally usi ng
drugs and, secondly, once caught need have higher
penalties. That's what the particular b|II calls for so

can propexly punish these individual for illegally u5|ng drugs.

And then, third, we need to have larger prisons to hold these
peopl e t hat we have caught and convicted and now need to pun| sh
for 1)legally using drugs. And it seems to

di scussion and all this focus is on what happens after tchey h
decided to wuse drugsillegally. It seens to ne that a | ot of
the focus has got to turn back to why are they making this
choi ce. Why are they deciding it's in their ownbest interests
or throwi ng away whatever future they have o pbe involved in
drug use? And | think we need to go back to the root cause of
the problemand try and address how we stop it from ever getting
to the point that we need the police and patrolmen ang the
hi gher penalties and the prisons. And that is the philosophy, |
think, we need to spend sone time on. That's why there is sone

merit, | beli eve, in Senator Schmit's effort to cket

bill. There is no particular bill before us per aps on tehe
floor but Senator Schimek does have 3 pi||l before the Education
Committee, Senator Schimek and Senator Baack, gp that bill is
LB 514. A study that we did last year in the Heaal Oh

Services Comm ttee | ooked at the issue of drugs and the prol“m1

that we were having with teen pregnancy, teen suicide and teen
drug use in particular. And what we found fromthat study was
that at this very vulnerable age of our teenagers in g, state
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