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follow up on investigations a nd t o k eep drug pus h e r s under
c onstant pr e s s u r e . Part of that I tried to address by the
introduction of a bill that would allow a million dollars worth
of over t i me fo r hi gh w ay pa t r o l i n d i v i du a l s , officers. I believe
you have to d o t h at. If you ' ll read the article in the

you will note the tremendous amount of hours that
were e x p ended b y o f f i cer s o n one s i n g l e c a s e . You can h i r e
additional officers, and maybe that has to b e d o n e a l so , t h e
Omaha Police Department has tried to do that, but that. . .but
unless you provide some flexibility to existing s tate t r oo p e r s
and give them s>me ability to function as they see fit, you' re
not going to really be making a major effort. I used to, f r om
time to time, speed as I drove between here and Be llwood . I
finally gave it up, for the most part, because I f ou n d ou t I
couldn't get away with it. There' s g o i n g t o be an officer out
t here and h e ' s g o i n g t o stop me. A n d af ter being stopped a
number of times I decided it's best to drive at 55 and try to
get by. You have to have the same persistent presence i n t h i s
area. They have to know they can't get away with it. This body
has got to l e t the Appropriations Committee and the Governor
know that we are serious enough about this problem that w e a r e
willing to give to the only agency we have direct control over,
that is the Highway Patrol, additional resources to assist local
law enforcement agencies in the battle on drugs. I su g g e s t e d
that they trade off the old helicopter and buy a new one. The
old bird has about 10 years and 3,000 hours on it. I see t h e
Appropriations Co mmittee a uthor i z e d $78,000 t o u pd at e t h e
helicopter. Not a bad idea, it ought to be done. We ought t o
also b uy an ot h e r on e , we ought to provide the Highway Patrol
with another piece of that kind of equipment. There ar e t ho se
who say we can't afford the $900,000. A t $40,000 a y e a r t o ke e p
an individual in the Penitentiary, that's 25 people, 25 people
per year . Ev e n a t m y a d v anced age I can take that piece of
equipment and I c an discourage that many people from getting
into that business to the point where they' re going t o b e
impri soned. We a r e committed, apparently, to b uild a
$10 million...to make it a $10 million new investment i n p e n a l
complexes, we are co mmitted to longer and tougher sentencing.
What we ought to b e committed to is to try t o st op the
individual from getting into the kind of trouble that puts them
i n t h e P e n i t e n t i ar y . Ladies and gentlemen, we r e a d abo u t t h e
"Crips " and t he "Bloods" . The youngsters that I know, many of
them, who have gotten into the drug habit are not members of the
"Crips " and the "Bloods", they are the neighbor's kids, they are
sometimes our own children, they are kids who we'd like to think
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