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follow up on investigations andt o keep drug pushers under
constant pressure. Part of that | tried toaddress by the
introduction of a bill that would allow a million dollars \orth
of overtime for hi ghwaypatrol individuals, officers. | believe
you have to do that. If you' Il read the article in the

you will note the trenendous anpunt of hours that
were expended by officers onone single case. You can hire
addi tional officers, and naybe that has to be done also, the
Omaha Police Department has tried to do that, but that. . but
unl ess you provide sone flexibility to existing state troopers
and give them s>ne ability to function as they see fit, youre

not going to really be making a major effort. | ysed to, from
timne to time, speed as | drove between here and Bellwood |

finally gave it up, for the nobst part, because | found out |

couldn't get away with it. There's going to be an officer out

there andhe's going to stop me. And after bei ng, stop

nunber of times | decided it's best to drive at 55 try to

get by. You have to have the same persistent presence 4 this
area. They have to know they can't get away with it. This body
has got to |l et the Appropriations Conmttee and the Governor
know t hat we are serious enough about this problemthat e are
willing to give to the only agency we have direct control over,
that is the Highway Patrol, additional resources to a55|st | ocal
| aw enforcenent agencies in the battle on drugs. ested
that they trade off the old helicopter and buy a new oﬁg The
old bird has about 10 years and 3,000 hours on it. | see the
Appropriations Commi ttee authorized $78,000 to update the
helicopter. Not a bad idea, it ought to be done. Vi ought to
also buy another one, we ought to provide the Hi ghway Patrol
wi t h anot her p| ece of that kind of equi prent . There are those
who say we can't afford the $900, 000. At $40,000 a year to keep
an individual in the Penitentiary, that's 25 peoplé, 25 people
per year. Even at myadvancedage | can take that piece of
equipment and | can discourage that many people from getting
into that business to the point where they' re going to be
imprisoned. We —are committed, apparently, to build a
$10 million...to make it a $10 m|lion new i nvestment in penal
conpl exes, we are committed to |onger and tougher sent encl ng.
V\hatweought to be commtted to ijs to try to stop the
i ndividual from getting into the kind of trouble that puts them
in the Penitentiary. Ladies and gentlenen, weread about the

"Crips” and the "Bloods".  The youngsters that | know, many of
them who have gotten into the drug habit are not menbers o e

"Crips" andthe "Bloods", they are the neighbor's kids, they are
soneti mes our own children, they are kids who we'd like to think
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