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been, as I said before, a long time since we began a m a jor
antidrug abuse effort on this floor, m ore than 14 o r 1 5 y e a r s .

a day or so
ago, you will find it says the police harbor no illusions of
halting the drug plague. That's the headline. If you read that
article, and if you haven't read it, I have one c op y her e , I
invite you to c ome down and we' ll make copies for all of you.
But if you' ll read that article, you can understand that the
present situation in Omaha is almost an exercise in futility.
I t ' s l i k e t r y i n g t o p i ck p ot a t o b u g s i nt o a c a n o f k e ro se n e .
And I had some experience with that many years ago. Y ou pick u p
a few today, tomorrow they' re back in full force again because
they breed faster than you can pick. And in t his in stance
t hat ' s about all you do . You pick up the least experienced
pushers, you pick up the least experienced users, you pick up
those who have the less amount...least amount of money to hire
help, hire good attorneys and so forth. Frankly , a s Se na t o r
Chambers pointed out, by accident, by accident the police have
uncovered more dr u gs p e r h a ps in recent weeks in Om a ha than
t hrough t h e i r own really serious activity. The statement was
made on the floor here that there were no other b i l l s t o d e al
with drugs, and maybe in a sense that is true. But I b e l i ev e
there are some bills on this floor that can help in that manner.
Senator Landis indicated that more needs to be done, more ne e d s
to be done in education, I agree. More needs to be done insofar
as opportunities. What is the alternative for an individual?
Some of the individuals that I know really do not have m uch o f
an alternative. They do not have a good education, do not have
the highest IQ in the community and d o n ot h av e t h e b e st
opportunity for any k ind o f productive job, and so the y
naturally lean toward the fast buck and the excitement, to a
certain extent, and the camaraderie, such as it is, t hat g oe s
with t h e dr u g p us h e r s . A number o f ye a r s a g o , when we made some
major efforts to try to stop the drug trade, we did d o c er t a i n
things which were designed to improve the ability of the law
enforcement agencies to stamp out the traffic of drugs. I s t i l l
t h ink t h a t h as t o hap p en . I st i l l b el i eve t h e r e has t o be a
major ef fort addressed toward the importation of l arge
quantities of drugs prior to the time that it hits t he st r e e t .
There is n o way in the world that the present law enforcement
officers can pick it up o ff the street and keep it un der
control. You' ve got to discourage the major pushers. N ow the r e
are those who w ill not agree with me, but I do believe,as I
indicated earlier in one of these discussions, that you' ve got
to give the law enforcement agencies the money they need to

3271


