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that. | think LB 592 sends that little nmessage out there saying
not only are we going to get tougher on those that sell cocaine
and crack, that's a big problem we're going to get a little
tougher on them I 'm not saying we' ve solving the problem

we' re sending the message out there “ihat we re going to get

tougher on it, there is nothing wong with that, thereis
not hi ng wrong with that. LB 592 does not solve the drug problem

in the State of Nebraska. LB 592 does not nake matters worse.

LB 592 hel ps address the problem and for that reason | urge the
body to defeat Senator Chanbers' nption and in the end pass t he

bill. So we definitely say that we're going to continue working

on the problem and this is only one portion of the problem ,

have to work with, but we can't back off this and say this is
too little to do anything at all. | feel we nust pass the bill,

we nust defeat Senator Chanbers' motion.

SPEAKER BARRETT:  Thank you. Senator Landis.

SENATOR LANDIS:  Nr. Speaker, menbers of the Legislature, | pave
two points to make. First, | don't disagree with Senator Nggre
t hat something along the lines of 592 can and shoul d be done.

It is, however, the fact that this is always the first and
usually only step that we take that troubles me. | wouldn't

m nd doing 592, if it was part of a package, and that package
would include better educational opportunities and renedi al
education, and preschool assistance i di s dvant age
areas. It would include job training ancflt would |nc ude go%dd
jobs for people at the conclusion of that education. It would
include rehabilitation as part of our incarceration theory in
this state . It would include petter police sensitivity and
better police resources. Andthen 592 makes sense. Butwhat' s
going to happen is exactly what's happened this sessmn we have
one and onIy one hill on drugs this year, gnd t is the bill

And that's what | think happens when we perpet uate the myth of

our own ability to do sonething, whenwe choose this kind of
weapon to attack the problem of drug addiction in this country.

Second poi nt, Senator Hanni bal gave a very, very good speech

t hat | hope the body listened to. Ny guess is judging by the
atrophi ed sense on people's faces today, [ don't think they did.
But Senator Hanni bal said, you know, there is 3 cost to doing
this kind of thing. As a matter of fact, this Legislature is
attenpting to find out that cost. I think it was a year ago
that Senator Chizek and nyself asked for a conputer program?

be devel oped in which we take our prison facxlities and create a
computer model, al lowing decision-nakers, |ike ourselves, to
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