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feel that this bill sends that nmessage, that we can cut that
connection, we can signal sonething and then that nostof us,
and | think | speak for everyone here, is not going to sit gown
and look the other way, | certainly amnot. Thereis a
conference in Oraha on Wednesday and | intend to attend part of
that, and others perhaps wj|| too in order to see that this
probl em mi ght be solved, the root of the problemnot just as .

might say the end result of the problem So | just stand
agai nst the | PP noti on.

SPEAKER BARRETT: Thank you. Senator Bernard-Stevens, followed
by Senators Noore and Landis.

SENATOR BERNARD-STEVENS: Thank you, Nr. President. |, too,
along with Senator Chanbers have some concerns about pe 'pjj|

although . | certainly don't have anyconcernsabout the good
intentions of Senator Abboud and others’that are supporting ~ipe
bill . | under stand what they' re tryin do and
phi |l osophically what they're trying toydo is veP/y Pauc}a%l e I
just recently spoke with a group, in fact, it was |ast night,
l'aw enforcement, fire fighters and ENT personnel. qneof the
hings that struck me in conversations with themis their ey

frustration. And a | ot of their frustration, | think,gmes
frombills such as this where the Legislature looks at he end
result. We windowdress a little bit at the end result. afer

everything has actually gone on through the systemnow the
Legislature | ooks at it. And the frustration they have i s when
will the Legislature give us the tools we need to fight the
problem down in the trenches. Right now we are so thin, e are
[Yo) overstretched at the State Patrol, in the county sheriffs

and the city police forces, we are so undermanned and

overstressed we can't find enough people to be {(he undercover
we can't find enough people to get into the areas that we |qga|ly
to to find and convict the peop'e under the current |aws we now
have. This particular bill, if passed, youidn't be necessarily
a bad bill. It certainly. it just won't do anything to gglye
the problem In theory, it's alnmost as if you' re getting g

death penalty argument, do you believe that stiffer penalties
woul d have stopped the person from ip fact, selling in the
first place, or if you believe in stiffer penalties on, geath
sentence was actually going to keep the person ¢ om committing
the crine in the first place. Tosome degree, you have to begin
asking yourselves these phil osophical questions. But the |aw
enforcement people |I' ve talked to are gg frustrated because the
Legislature finds the easy way to attack the problem that is
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