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young people in this state to realize that the use ofcocaine
and crack can causeincredible anddangerous consequences.

has to be a part of a package. But it comes to a point where

you see individuals coming into this state, gangs fromLos
Angel es, and they say Omha is a good market, it's an easz
market, we can make some npney here.. |f they couldn't make
money in Omaha, they wouldn't be Coming in here. And. if they
weren't currently making money in Omaha, they wouldn't be
staying here. This is business,” pure and simple. There are
articles that talk about the different gangs from Los Angel es
and how they urge, through violence, tg their menbership not to

use th_i s s_tuf_f. They' re in it for the nmoney. The country of
Columbiais in it for the noney. The individuals that are
selling this drug, that are making the drug are in it for the
noney, pure and sinple. We' re not talking about some...we're
talking about maybe sonme people that are using the drugs as
being these poor, indigent people that are having a {qgygh time

as it is and they turnto coke andcrack as a way t0 escape
reality, that exists. But |'d say to the people that are making

m_oney,that are making millions of dollars from gther people's
m sery, that they should have to pay the price. It's

unfortunate, in our judicial system that we don't have judges
that say as a result of this conviction we' re going to put you

away for fiveyears. But what happens instead is they say,
were going to sentence you to 10 years with no mninmm gng
that results, as it did two weeks, ago, in a person that's
convicted, sentenced to 10 years in prison, being eligible for

parole in seven nonths. Now, is that a good nessage to send to
dealers coming into this state, that you go ahead and you get

%/_ourself a good attorney, and you work out an agreement, or ou
ight the charge? And then even after you spend all that rmR/ey,

which is just the cost of doing business, you re going to have
to spend a little bit of tinme, but it's not going to be nuch.
Nandatory m nimums have worked with drunk driving. They send a
cl ear message. And | think maybe that's part

. - the robl em
with some of our |aws today is that people don't vi eV\FI)It as a
severe and sure punishment. This is a severe and sure
puni shment. | f you're selling coke and crack in this state,

It's over this amount in your possession, then you' re going to
spend sone tinme in prison, if you' re convicted.

SPEAKER BARRETT: One m nute.

SENATOR ABBOUD: And | guess that's what prisons are g about.
But , you knOW, | look to Washi ngt on, D.C. and see peop|e not
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