April 3, 1989 LB 592

SPEAKER BARRETT: Senator Lindsay.

SENATOR CHAMBERS: Senator Lindsay, do you gagree with the
answers that Senator Abboud gave to the questions A asked
hi m about what is available to a judge in terns of sentencing
right now?

SENATOR LINDSAY: Yes, | do.

SENATOR CHAMBERS: What new is added then by i his pill ot her

than to give the appearance that the Legislature is giving
sonething that is...doing sonething that is necessary?

SENATOR LI NDSAY: It has a mandatory m ni mum

SENATOR CHAMBERS: What is that adding, though, in terms of what
the judge can do right now?

SENATOR LINDSAY: |t reduces a bit of discretion as far 35 what
the judge can do with the sentence in that the judge is requi re%
to inpose the mandatory m ni num

SENATOR CHAMBERS:  Now, the ampunts, as Senator Abboud pointed
out, the ampunts of drugs are substantial. Aare you saying that

a seller of death should get only two years, oronly three years
as a mninu

SENATOR LINDSAY:  No, | don't think that that should be a
mnimm But | think, if we' re going to. . we've got to put a
floor ~ somewhere.  Hopefully, the judges woul d come down on the

large deal ers that you" ve been referring o5  would come down
extrenmely hard on them '

SENATOR CHAMBERS: Thank you. Members of the Legislature, ywe
are dealing in futility. \hether you pass the bill or not nakes
no diff erence at all. "It's not going to touch anything, it' s
not going to do anything, but it will make you feeel good. apg
it will showonce again howinept the Legislature is in dealing

with a problem And, if there were proper reportjng of what
we' re doing, it would be made clear that under the existing |gy

a sentence, stiffer than what is being proposed in these two

pieces...in this piece of legislation, can be inposed right now.
I't should also give pause to all of us when we see pguw harshly

the judge dealt, under the present law, with a pregnant wonan.

3255



