
A pri l 3 , 19 8 9 LB 592

adopted.

d iscussion .

amendments to LB 592 be adopted.

SPEAKER BARRETT: Sh al l the E & R amendments t o LB 592 be
adopted'? All in favor say aye. Opposed no . Ca r r i e d. They are

CLERK: I have nothing further on the bill, Nr. President.

S PEAKER BARRETT: S e n a to r L i n d s a y .

SENATOR LINDSAY: Nr. President, I move that LB 592 as am ended
b e advanced t o E S R Fi n al .

SPEAKER BARRETT: Sh a l l LB 5 9 2 b e a d v anced? Senator Chambers,

SENATOR CHAMBERS: Nr. Chairman and members of the L egis l a t u r e ,
I had opposed this bill strenuously on General File and I oppose
it again today, and I am going to try to state very briefly why.
The problem of drugs is not new. The prob lem of d r u g s an d g a ngs
in Omaha is not new. White politicians have just decided to
grab it as an issue while they are campaigning, but in the early
days when we, in the black community, w ere trying to g e t the
chief of police and the mayor to agree to establish a unit in
the Police Division made up of nine black officers who would be
a unit that would deal with youth violence and drugs, the chief,
the mayor, white politicians, a nd t h e  saw no
need for it. When it became a h ighl y p ol i t i c a l i s su e , they
suddenly c ome i n w i t h v a r i o u s b i l l s and recommendations that are
not getting to the heart of the problem. We wanted a black unit
b ecause w e cou l d se e the roots of the problem beginning to
develop in our community. Black officers know the d i f f e r e n c e
between a gathering of young people and a gang. White officers
make no distinction, in many cases, between innocent conduct and

SPEAKER BARRETT: E x c u s e me , S e n a to r Ch a mbers. (Gavel. )

SENATOR CHAMBERS: Any gathering of young black people c an b e
viewed as a threatening situation by a white officer,a nd th e
day wi l l b e re ac h ed when t h ey w i l l g i ve t he order, t h e y wo n ' t
put i t i n wr i t i ng , if you see three or more black youngsters
together, break them up or take them to jail. And i t wi l l b e
very reminiscent of the slave codes in the early days of this
country where white police officers become occupying forces with

criminal conduct.
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