April 3, 1989 LB 592

amendments to LB 592 be adopt ed.

SPEAKER BARRE'_I'T: Shal | the E & R amendnments to LB 592 be
adopted'? All in favor say aye. Qpposed no. Carried. They are
adopted.

CLERK: | have nothing further on the bill, Nr. President.

SPEAKER BARRETT: Senator Lindsay.

SENATOR LI NDSAY: Nr. President, | ppve that LB 592 as amended
be advancedto E S R Final.

SPEAKER BARRETT: Shall LB 592 be advanced? Senator Chambersv
discussion.

SENATOR CHAMBERS: Nr. Chairman and menbers of the | ggisjature

| had opposed this bill strenuously on General File ang? oppose

it again today, and | amgoing to try to state very brief|3, why.
. g

The problem of drugs is not new. The problem of drugs andgangs
in Omaha is not new. Wii t e politicians have just decidedto

grab it as an issue while they are canpaigning, but in the early
days when we, in the black comunity, were trying to get the
chief of police and themayor to agree to establish a unit in
the Police Division made up of nine black officers who woul d

a unit that would deal with youth viol ence and drugs, the chier,
the mayor, white politicians, andthe - saw no
need for it. ~When it became a highly political issue, they
suddenly comein with various bills znd recommendati ons that are
not getting to the heart of the problem ws wanted a bl ack unit
because we could see the roots of the problem beginning to
devel op in our community. Bl ack officers know the difference
between a gathering of young people and a gang. \wite officer
make no distinction, in many cases, between innocent conguct an
crimnal conduct.

SPEAKER BARRETT: Excuseme, Senator Chambers. (Gavel.)

SENATOR CHAMBERS: Any gathering of young black people (gn pe
viewed as a threatening situation by a white officer,jnqthe

day will be reached when they will give the grder, they won't
put it in writing, if you see three or nore black youngsters
t oget her, break themup or take themto jail. And it will be

very remniscent of the slave codes in the early days of this
country where white police officers becone occupying forces with
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