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essence, what the Schnit amendnent does is narrow it down to the
railroad | awsuit that we now have on the 4-R Act, ;

atd . . ! ! and that is a
very limted thing, and that is fine, because, in essence,

is what I amtrying to help counties be able to budget for so
they do not have to have another bailout, +they don't get hit
again. Ny concern will be in the future, if for some reason

another entity, such as the pipelines or what have vyou, are
successful, the way the Schmt amendment in lines 8 and 11 are
ruled is that the counties would not be able to budget for that,

woul d not be able to do anything about that wuntil the pext
following year because you have to. ..it is only a taxpayer who
has filed a simlar action in the preceding year. So the

counties would not be able to, and/or school districts would not
be able to budget for that and, once again, the Legislature
would be in a situation of having to cone up with millions of
dollars in order to bail out those entities during that time
period, and it was nmy feeling in reading the body |ast year that
we did not want to come out with bailout noney again, wedid not
want to fight this issue again. |B 643 as it is written would
basically say to the body, we are not going to have to deal with
this issue as far as the bailout ever again. ws are gi ving some
| atitude to county boards who are responsible and accountable to
the people that elect themand that is to be sure, but we are
giving accountability or we are giving themfl exibility only ;,
the area of tax |osses, tax |losses. Wth the pressure that is
on property taxes, | can't imagine too many county poards that
are going to, all of a sudden gsay, good Lord, |ook what we night
be able to do on valuations and estimations, gngwe are really
going to get that noney coming in and estimating pecause there

are two pl’Obl ens with that |Og| C. Nunber one, t he counti es are

going to have to increase the m |l |evy, which right. now they
are getting under trenendous pressure to keep at a minimm .
to go up, many at their maxinumlevies gt this point. And ,
poi nt two, they are assuming | think that if they do estimate
and if they do have | arge expenditures, that they wll e able
to transfer those fundsfromthat at the end of year wRen t hey
say, oh, our nmistake, there is no challenge. There wasn't
anything pending, we are just going to use that noney and slip
it over there to roads and "pridges. That is not going to
happen, in my understandingof the counties, and, of course,

pl ease correct me if | amwong, that is not possible to do.
They may be able to carry it over. counties are not necessarily
going to be one that like to have a nice slush funds that they

really can't use. So | really don' t...| understand the concerns
they have, | amnot particularly convinced that that ;5 [eason

3243



