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districts, municipalities, historical society boards and so on,
or c o u n t y boar d s and so on, and we gave them $7.7 million
because of the railroad lawsuit and, in essence, what h a p pened
was in the middle of the budgetary cycle the people that were
counting on the money, that had already budgeted for the money,
and had already 'evied for the money, the money then was put in
escrow and they did not have the money, a nd tha t wa s c au s i n g a
tremendous problem. And the Legislature said, yes, for one time
we will come through for you and we w i l l "b ai l y ou ou t " bu t
don't expect it next year because you wi l l h ave a wa y of
budgeting for that next year. You will know what is going to
happen. Well, we got into some meetings last year. W e decided ,
how can the counties best and the school districts, and so on,
best budget for this, and we came up with 1165 and it passed
last year relatively easily. LB 1165, i n es s e n ce, sai d , w e wi l l
take the uncontested part of the railroad lawsuit, r emove t h at
portion from the valuation, and then the mill levy would be set
on the actual value that would be there minus the uncontested
part of the railroad lawsuit,and every t h i n g woul d h av e b e en
f i ne , b u t t h e r ai l r oad s , i n t h ei r i n f i n i t e wi sdo m , d ecided f or
political reasons to del ay filing of the lawsuit. When they
d elayed f i l i n g t he l aw s u i t un t i l after the values had been
cert i f i e d, unt i l after the county boards have already decided
what their levies are going to be, until after school districts
had set the mill levy that were now in stone, then the railroads
filed their lawsuit. The difficulty was is the question of the
uniformity clause in the Constitution b ecame u n de r ch al l en g e .
How can you take something off the books, uncontested railroad
value, for example, if, in fact, the lawsuit hasn't e ven b e e n
filed yet for that year. And so it was challenged by Lancaster
County and Lancaster County got a decision from Judge Blue,
which was accurate, in my opinion,sta=ing that you are r igh t ,
that was a problem with the uniformity clause. I m i g h t p oi n t
out that if the railroads would have filed, w hen they k new t h e y
were going to file, everyone knew they were going t o f i l e , i f
they would have filed it before the tax-setting sessions began,
we would have been fine and not here today. We advised them of
that. We to ld them of that,and we pleaded with them on that,
but they felt an obligation not to do s o Con s e quen t l y , w e ca me
up this year with 643, and 643 allows the c ounties, school
districts, what have you, in regards to railroad lawsuits and
o her pending lawsuits of this nature, to estimate within thei r
budget process, within their budgets, a l l l a n d w oul d b e v a l u e d
at whatever value certified by the county commissioner as f u l l
value, hopefully, and the mill levy would then be set,and
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