March 30, 1989 LB 637

CLERK: Yes, sir.

SENATOR W THEM: ...that was printed separately and withdraw t he
other one.

CLERK: Yes, sir.

SENATOR W THEM Okay.

CLERK: Mr. President, Senator Wthem would nove to anend. (The
Wthem —amendment appears on page 1191 of the Legislative
Journal.)

. PEAKER BARRETT: Senator Wthem

SENATOR W THEM: First of all, |I would stand to rejterate what
Senator Baack said. I am one who philosophically amopposed
very, very strongly to paying circulators for petitions put
that's  not the issue. | guess theonly thing | would differ
with whe_1t Senator Baack gaid, he said this bill makes a
substantive chang~-.. The bil | really puts the statutes in line
with the change that the courts have a|ready made for us and we
have to pass the bill . But if weare going to have paid
circulators, | think that there are sonme restrictions we need.

I filed two amendnments, one of them probably a little nore
controversial than we want to deal with on consent "cal endar that

deals with circunstances around which a petitioner. g
circulator can be paid. That's the gpendnent | have wit hdrawn.

The other one is another bill that had been ntroduced b the
Government Committee. The conmmittee...and | ama nmenber o¥ t hat
comm ttee, we decided to just advance one bill and do our
argunents and di scussi on about the petition process ground this
particula r Dbill. So this particular bill was killed by the
committee. It was a friendly kill motion as opposed +tg an
unfriendly  kill motion. |t was a bill, LB 524, had absol utely
no opposition. A | arge nunber of people, if you want to look in
your bill books, did testify in favor of it. All it does is
establish accountability and di scl osure reporting procedures for
petition canpaigns. The rationale is that if this process is
one that is available to people that can rajse large sums of
noney, can hire ci rculators, put themout on th8gyeet, get
petitions, get issues on the ballot, that we ought to have, as

citizens, the same gaccess to know edge about who these people
are, where their funds are being raised, how they're spending

3153"



