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Baack?

G eneral F i l e .

Baack. (Read title.) The bill was introduced on January 19,
referred to the Government Committee. The bill was advanced to

SPEAKER BARRETT: Would you care to explain your b il l , Sena t o r

SENATOR BAACK: Y e s , N r . Sp e a ker a n d members, t he b i l l i s a v e r y
simple one, not that it doesn't make a major change, but it's a
very simple bill. W hat the bill does is i t el iminates our
existing st atutory provision that allows for p ayment of
individuals who are c ircul a t i n g st at e w i d e i ni t i a t i v e and
referendum petitions. And t h e re aso n t hat t his change i s

that states may not prohibit such payment and the Nebraska
statute differs a little bit from the one that was in the

~! eG~ but the Nebraska Supreme Court hasalso held that this
provision in our law is unconstitutional. And I think that, as
a result of these rulings and the fact that the U.S Supreme
Court would probably rule Nebraska's statute unconstitutional,
we simply need to remove this prohibition in our statutes to
r emove a c l oud out there for people who a re c i r cu l a t i n g
p et i t i o n s. They d on ' t kno w whe t he r i t ' s l eg a l o r i l l ega l an d I
think that it's been shown by the Supreme Court that th is is
unconstitutional to do, to have this prohibition, so, t h e r e f o r e ,
we ought to remove this cloud in our law. We ought to simply
eliminate this right now. I think Senator Withem i s go i n g t o
have an ame ndment to this that c a lls for a little bit of
regulation of these. ..of these circulators so that there is some
reporting mechanisms in there so we do have some r egulation.
The Government Committee is also looking at this issue very
c losel y a n d p r o b ab l y w i l l b e com i n g i n wi t h a b i l l t ha t t r i e s t o
deal somehow with payment of petition circulators and so t ha t
somehow we can have some regulation of the way that circulators
are paid. And so we are looking at that. But I t h i n k r i gh t now
we just simply need to remove this from our law because i t i s
unconstitutional. Thank you .

SPEAkER BARRETT: Thank you. An amendment on the desk.

CLERK: Nr. President, Senator Withem, you had an amendment on
page...an earlier amendment, Senator, I under s t and y o u want t o

SENATOR WITHEN: I want to run AN0878, the one. .

withdraw that one.
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