March 30, 1989 LB 637

Baack. (Read title.) The bill was introduced onJanuary 19,
referred to the Government Conmittee. The bill was advanced to
General File.

SPEAKER BARRETT: Wbuld you care to explain your pijjl Senator
Baack? ’

SENATOR BAACK: Yes, Nr. Speaker and members, ihe pill is a ver

sinple one, not that it doesn't make a mmj or cl!?ange, but it's 3/
very simple bill. What the bill does is it eliminates our
existing statutory provision that allows for payment of
i ndividuals who are circulating statewide jnitiativ e and
ref erendum petitions. And the reason that this changeis

that states may not prohibit such payment and the Nebraska
statute differs a little bit fromthe one that was in the |4

G~ but t he Nebraska Supreme Court hasg|so held that this
provision in our law is unconstitutional. And | think that, as
a result of these ryings and the fact that the U S Supreme
Court would probably rule Nebraska's statute unconstitutional,
we sinmply need to renove this prohibition in our statutes to
remove a cloud out there for people who are circulatin
petit ions. They don't know whether it's legal or illegal and
think that it's been shown by the Suprenme court that this js
unconstitutional to do, to have this prohibition, <5 therefore
we ought to removethis cloud in our law g ougﬁt to sirrply'
elimnate this right now. I think Senator Wthem is going to
have ~an amendment to this that calls for a little bit of
regul ation of these. . . of these circulators so that there is some
reporting nmechanisns in there so we g have some regul ation.
The Government Committee is also | ooking at this issuevery
closely and probably will be coming in with a bill that tries to
deal somehow with payment of petition circulators 4,4 so that
somehow we can have sone regul ati on of the way that circul ators

are paid. And so we are |ooking at that. But | think right now
we just sinply need to renmove this from our law pecause it is
unconsti tutional . Thank you.

SPEAKER BARRETT:  Thank you. An anmendment on the desk.

CLERK: Nr. President, Senator Wthem you had an amendnent on
page...an earlier amendnent, Senator, | understand you want to
wi t hdraw t hat one.

SENATOR WITHEN: | want to run ANO878, the one..
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