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wi 11 bo committed but the state pays for it It's a matter of
absolute funding and it's a deplorable situation. A nd I w i s h I
could come out and say specific charges b ut , obv i ou sl y , on
something like this, it's very difficult to get the specifics as
who is going to come out and say, yes, t hat ' s w ha t w e h ave d o n e ,
but my informat=on says, this is, in fact, beginning to happen

SENATOR WARNER: I w ould be very curiou s t o see a s p e c i f i c
example. I ca n appreciate you couldn't perhaps do that on the
floor, but that seems like a fairly serious accusation. I don ' t
know if it adds support to the bill one way or the other. One
other question then, d id I un d e r s t an d y o u t h a t t he i nd i v i d u a l
ends up in a proper institution in any event? They j u st d r op
the charge. Is that the only difference'?

SENATOR BERNARD-STEVENS: That ' s c or r ec t .

SENATOR WARNER: So the individual is st i l l i n st i t u t i on a l i z ed
appropr i a t e l y ' ?

SENATOR BERNARD-STEVENS: That is correct. The only d i f f e r e n c e
is if the individual would then bereleased, t h er e wo u ld b e n o
way to follow up on the charge.

SENATOR WARNER: Well, it seems doubtful to me that t hat wou l d
happen very often but it's just almost inconceivable.

SPEAKER BARRETT: Senator Landis, additional discussion.

SENATOR LANDIS : Nr. Speaker an d m embers of the Legislature, I
understand Sena to r B e r n a r d - S t e vens ' concern to be state payment
for the expense of treatment for someone not mentally competent
to stand trial. Ny concern is with respect to the language that
appears on page 4 and 5 in which the bill requires a j ud ge t o
commit somebody who has been found to be mentally incompetent to
a state hospital for the mentally ill. And the question that I
have. . . a n d t h i s wi l l com e to the form of a question, it' s
possible for so meone to be mentally incompetent tostand trial
because they cannot understand what's going on. They ar e no t
able to give a plea since they' re not able to understand what is
happening and that their liberty is at risk. The s t a nd ard f o r
involuntary commitments, however, has to do with whether or not
an individual is dangerous to the community or to themselves,
and the difference between those two is significant because

out t h e r e .
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