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simply has been a burden, so nuch, in fact, that what is
beginning to happen...| can say it on the floor, I think, and]

don't know if anyone else would, a4t |east in other counties,
admit to it, but what is happening is counties ar €saying, we
can't afford this, we cannot have this in our budget, there s

no way we can get the noney so we will drop the charges. gg
someone then who is convicted or charged with nurder or rape gpq
they are deemed by court, they have tneir evaluation, and is
deened to be mentally inconpetent, sometines nore than we woul d

like to admit the charges are dropped because then the state
woul d pick up the whole cost because it's not a court procedure.

This clarification i s needed. It is sonmething that is  .there
is no legislative history that shows that this was not intended
and so we are clarifying that statuteand, in my opinion, it
woul d stand a constitutional test if such a test was challenged,
which | would anticipate there would not be. That concludes ny
opening remarks, Nr. President.

SPEAKER BARRETT: Thank you. Di scussion?  Senator Warner.
Senat or VArner, discussion on the sdvancenent of the bill.

SENATOR WARNER: | would like to have alittle nore explanation
frcm Senator Bernard-Stevens, if he would, asto charges on very

severe crimes that you..| would like to know some exanples if
there are very severe crimes that are not pursued. |q that what
| hear you say, at the local level? '

SENATOR BERNARD-STEVENS: What we basically have, Senator
Warner, is  situations ipthe county and | think it's simply a

situation of reality where if we have 3 charge filed, a severe
or serious charge filed.

SENATOR WARNER: And there.
SENATOR BERNARD-STEVENS: X ”and the person then i s...t he

defense says we have nental inconpetency here andso the judge
orders an evaluation and the eval uation comes back saying, yes,

we are nentally inconpetent.  Now the county is at a severe
di sadvant age at that particular point, if it's tphe county
attorney that would be pushing the case. The county, may at

this point, have no fundsavailable, simply no funds available
to handl e such a cost, but the gentleman whY be commi tted. So

now the county is at a point, do we push thecharge and if we
find himguilty and he is then committed, wepay for "it  or we

drop the charge, he is glready declared mental 'y i nconpetent, he

3147



