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SENATOR L. JO HNSON: LB 54 8 i s ad va n c ed . The next bill is

CLERK: LB 58 2 , Nr . Pr e si den t , b y S e n a t o r Rod John s o n and
Senator Di er k s . ( Read t i t l e . ) The b i l l wa s i nt r od u ced o n
January 18, referred to the Agriculture Committee, advanced t o
General File. I have no amendments to the bill, Nr. President.

SENATOR L. J OHNSON: T he Chai r r ec o g n i z e s S enato r J o h n son .

SENATOR R. JO HNSON: Nr. President and members, I was asked to
introduce LB 582 for the purposes of allowing the Nebraska Beef
Checkoff Board to collect and keep 50 cents of the dollar they
now collect. Currently, in Nebraska we collect a $1.00 per head
checkoff fee that is spent for promotion and development and
educat i o n o f ou r b eef p r odu c t s . Nebraska h as st a t u t o r y
authority to collect 25 cents. We are the only state, out o f
43 state councils, that is n ot authorized t o k e e p u p t o
5 0 cents . We c an k e e p u p to 25 cents. Of that 2 5 cen t s ,
1 6 cents of i t goes out of the state, 15 cents goes to the
National Beef Council and one cent to the U n ited S tate Neat
Expor t Fede r a t i on . Nine cents of that 25 cents that we collect
stays i n Neb r a s k a and i s i mp l e m en te d and utilized by the
N ebraska Be e f Chec k o f f Board. That 25 cents that we collect
constitutes about, I t h i n k a b o u t $ 1 . 6 m i l l i on t h at i s k e pt i n
N ebraska , b ut 90 p e r c e n t of that money is actually collected
here but sent out of the state. The purpose of the bill and the
fact the bill will be important to the Nebraska cattlemen and t o
the Nebraska Checkoff Program is that we can keep an additional
25 cents to u s e discretionarily by the Nebraska Beef Checkoff
Board. Currently, there are two boards that we are members o f ,
the National Cattlemen's Beef Board, which 75 cents right now
goes toward the National Beef Board, but the membership of that
board is determined by the number of cattle in the state . Tex a s
usually has been the numberone state in cattle on feed and so
they have the most membership on that board. T hat figure i s
changing as cattle on feed numbers change in Nebraska. B ut t h e
National Livestock and Neat Board, which is composed of the Beef
Council, the Pork Council, the L amb a n d Ve a l Councils, that
membership is determined by the number of dollars or the amount
of dollars that are actually contributed t o t h e b oa r d .
Nebraska, i f t hey chose t o ke e p t he extra 25 cents and send it
in that direction toward the National Livestock and Neat board,
could h a ve a g r eat e r v oi ce and p ic k u p , p o t e n t i al l y , u p to t w o

L B 5 8 2 .

3141 '


