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constituent concerns. I think that the district makeup that we
have in the Legislature provides for accountability. A senator
that votes against their. ..a group of individuals that he should
be taking care of is usually voted out of office. Or, on t h e
other hand, if there are concerns that aren't taken care of by
that state senator, then he's voted out of office. But t h e r e i s
accountab i l i t y . I t h i n k t h at i f you go t o district elections,
whatever mak e u p we come up with, I prefer the approach o f t h e
original bill of 588 with Senator Chambers' amendment and wi th
the committee amendment, I t h i n k y o u wi l l h ave acc o u n t a b i l i t y .
For a county that is as large a s Douglas Coun ty , y o u h a v e a l o t
of diverse viewpoints. New Douglas County has pretty much run
the gambit in the past few decades as to what type of e lec t i o n
county commissioners s hould h a ve . You h av e some of the county
commissioners that were elected back in the early fifties that
were. . . o ne t i me were district elections, the next time were
elected at large, a nd they wer e a l w a y s able to adopt. I migh t
add that most o f t hese peoplea re r e - e l ec t e d a n y way . So I ' m
quite surprised that there is really a lot of concern among the
board m e mbers . I r ea l l y d on ' t v i ew t h i s as a q u e s t i o n o f
personalities or whose on the board at this time or whose going
to be on t he bo ar d in the f u ture because I v i e w i t as a
philosophical question, that of accountability. I think, if we
have accountability in the Legislature, we should follow through
o n this and s a y that there should be acc ountability in a
district that is m u ch l arger , mu ch l ar g er t han o ur own
l egislative sea t . I wi l l be supp o r t i ng Senator Smith's
reconsideration motion, and I w i l l b e su pp o r t i ng the committee
amendments as they were, as they were when they were brought out
of committee and eventually the advancement of the bill. Thank

SPEAKER BARRETT: Senator Labedz, followed by Senator Warner.

SENATOR LABEDZ: Thank you, Mr. President. I u rg e y o u n ot t o
vote for the re consideration. What is going to happen and
p erhaps some of y o u d o n ' t kn o w , at least maybe the new senator s
don' t , if we vote to reconsider then we go through the entire
debate again on the amendment, because it is debatable, a nd t h a t
is going to take time. I don't know if we' ve been on this b i l l
an hour or so. But if Senator Smith wants to vote agains t t h e
amendment or reconsider the amendment, all she has to do is vote
against the committee amendments. I f they get 2 5 v otes t h e
committee amendments are not adopted and the bill is in its
original form. So I urge you, because of the time and length of

you.
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