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i ssue n o w f o r t h e 11 sessions that I' ve b een i n t h i s
Legislature. It's a very divisive, difficult issue. A nd I k n o w
what Douglas County must be going through. Y ou obvious l y h a v e a
spli t i n t h e i r d e l eg at i on with d i f f e r e n t v i ew p o i n ts . I t i s
probably l a r g e l y b e c ause we have an e q u i l i b r i um i n Lar c a st e r
County, peace and harmony reign within the land of Lincoln, that
I f e el mak i ng t h at change at this point is not in the best
interest of our community. We didn't feel th at way o n t he
school district issue. A nd a fe w y e ar s a g o s ome o f u s sponsored
a bill that we pa ssed that went to district election of the
school board. That was very divisive, very difficult, it split
o ur de l ega t i o n, i t sp l i t ou r com muni t y I really frankly don' t
care to go through that again unless there is a major c o n c e r n o n
the county board level. I guess that's what...I'm b eing r ea l
honest with you about my feelingsabout it. I don't think the
plan we have for the county board is the best plan, but it is a
better plan than Douglas County's got, I ' l l t e l l y ou t h at r i g ht
now. An at large system is not the best system at all, i t ' s t he
worst system. The Labedz proposal, I t h i n k , i s a s t e p i n the
right direction, it i s n ot f a r en oug h . I p r e f e r Se n a t o r
Chambers' district plan, that's the better plan in my book. But
frankly I'd say that the system you now have in Douglas County
is « the worst system that you could have. So i t ' s a q u est i on o f
h ow far y o u wan t t o go , and that is probably speaking in a w a y
that Senator Chambers wouldn't like me to, saying that at least
the Labedz plan is an improvement. But I again e m phasize I
think the Chambers plan is the better plan. We now have -chool
districts by...the school board elected by district in L inco l n ,
and there is one at large seat. There has been some talk that
we haven't had very many candidates run for those district board
seats. But I got to tell you, we' ve had more p e a c e and har mo n y
on our school board in the last coupleof ye a r s , s i n c e we we n t
to that system, than we ever had before, I t h i n k . I t h as b een a
good system, it's been a representative system. And t : i ~t
district plan for our school board may not, have had a flock of
candidates, but probably part of t he r e as o n i s t he y ' v e been
pretty satisfied with that school board, that it's worked pretty
well. A nd that is one of thereasons some of us don't get that
much opposition, hopefully because we' re doing a good job. The
council district, an at large situation, the split of four and
three there. We had a big fight over that. And we' ve g o ne t o
that system, it's an e q u i l i b r i um s i t u at i on . I t h i n k w e ' r e
probably pretty well satisfied with it. Again , o n t h e c oun t y
b oard I c an ' t ev en remember the last time we got into this,
p robably s i x or sev e n y e a r s a g o . But because o f t h e se other
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