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SENATOR SCHINEK: Nr. Speaker and members of the body, I rise in
opposition to the Labedz amendment. I just learned about this
amendment this afternoon and frankly had some mixed feelings
about it because of the Lancaster County experience. I , t o o ,
l ike Don Wesely , d o n ' t r eg a r d i t i n a sp eci a l l y f avo r a b l e l i g ht .
I would much prefer to have the all district elections. O n t h e
o ther h an d , I sa i d to myself how can we demand something for
Douglas County which we don't have here in Lancaster County. Ny
conclusion was that just because we' ve made a mistake, in my
opinion, in Lan=aster County doesn't mean that we should make
the same mistake in Douglas County. So that is why I'm r i s i n g
to oppose this amendment. Don Wesely ha s r e a l l y sa i d i t a l l
very well, as far as I'm concerned, a bout t h e r ea son s f or n o t
having the district elections in the primary and then the at
large i n t h e Ge n e r a l El ect i on . It's confusing to the voters, it
is very difficult for candida te s wh o r un i n a l i t t l e t i n y
district election and then comes time for the General and they
have to completely change their whole strategy and their whole,
their whole technique for dealing because they haves uch l a r g e
figures and so much more population to deal with than t hey d i d
in the primary. S o the whole campaign changes. I t h i n k of t en
voters don't understand the differences between t he d i s t r i c t
election and the primary and the General Election, a nd they g e t
c onfused . I wo u l d l i ke t o j u st s ay , i n con cl u s i o n , a nd I ' m not
going t o t ake up a l l my t i me , if either Senator Chambers or
Senator Wesel y w o u l d l i k e some of the time they can have it, but
if we took this concept one step further and applied it to other
elective offices, t hen we wou l d h av e t o say t hat we , as
legislators, should r un i n d i st r i ct s , as w e d o n ow i n t h e
p rimary , an d s h o u l d ru n state wide in the General Election. And
I don't think any of you in this body would p ar t i c u l ar l y l i k e
t hat i d ea . I t would give us more of a state wide vision,
perhaps, and we would represent the whole state better if we did
that. But we also knew what it would mean in terms of r un n i n g
an election, in terms of cost, and it just wouldn't be the same
kind of election that we ran in the primary. We wouldn't get as
many people, I don't think, to run that way as we would i n t h e
districts. Alth ough I think those figures aren't conclusive.
So if Senator Chambers or Senator Wesely would like my time, I ' d
b e wi l l i ng t o g i v e i t .

SPEAKER BARRETT: Which, Senator Chambers? About two and a half
m irut e s .
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