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contain about 60,000 people, which is twice the size of our
legislative districts. So | think a rationale can be shown for

having seven members on the county board. | think it's easy to
demonstrate that if a lawsuit were necessary to be filed, znd |
would be willing to file it, but it wasn't necessary to get city

council districts or school board districts, gnd it shouldn't be
for county districts. But there is nore in the way of federal

| aw now that would make a suit |ike that w nable than there was
when the event occurred in 1979 in Thurston County. So there is
a justification for district elections, wewould be in line with

what the vast maj ority of counties do right nowin Nebraska, and
these conpronises, such as Senator Labedz is envisioning, npever
work. Once in place you can never get it out of place.

SPEAKER BARRETT: Time.

SENATOR CHAMBERS: Once you win by di strict you then have to .,
county wide and try to reach 415,000 people, whichis doing away
with the concept nf meking these races affordable.

SPEAKER BARRETT:  Senator Wesely, followed by Senator Schinek.

SENATOR WESELY: Thank you, Mr. Speaker, members. | would
oppose the Labedz amendnent as well. It is modeled on the
Lancaster County plan. I'm from Lancaster County. There are

other senators from Lancaster County that probably feel
differently, they have a chance to express thenselves. The way
| feel is that our plan isn't necessarily t he model that you
ought to follow. We do have aplan where we have five county
conmi ssioners, they are elected by district and then they
are...they run at large in the General Election. I, personally

don't think it's a particularly good system The’re are other’s
who feel differently. They think this provides a geographic
bal ance, that every area the county gets represented. Andthen
everybody gets a chance to vote on eyerybody that is on the
county board. But frankly there aregther nodels and ot her way s
to go. The district election concept that Senator Chanbers
proposes is oneway to go. And |, personally, support that. I
think district elections makes for 3 smaller area, a chance for
candidates to run and bpe elected that don't pave all the
resources that maybe others might have. They have a more
linited area and limted popul ation to appeal to, gndso it 's a

easier thing for those type of people that don't have t?le Howar

Buffett money or the name recognition that some of these
candi dates for Douglas County Board have, the innate advantages
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