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and racial mnorities in Omha who have nobody representing them
on the county board, and when you |ook at how the board is

admini stered that is not difficult to establish. So Senat or
Labedz is telling me that it's better for me to have nobody than
one. That doesn't wash. And you' Il noticeshe read off a

nunber of counties, but nore than three t(imes the number she
read elect by district. so district election is not a strange

concept. | gave you a handout, and I'm going to try and keep
this as quiet and gentle an afternoon as it has been this
morning and will probably continue to be after this bill,
because | think the facts will speak for thenselves. The fir st

page in that handout deals with a 1986 Suprenme court deci sion,
U.S., which shows how many nunicipalities and counties gare being
conmpel led by federalcourt order to go to 3 district nmethod of
election, and it's based on the fact that minorities who .;nnot
put members on the board, whatever it happens to be, have their
vot i ng Strength di |l uted and, in effect , cannot put anybody on
the board. The article points out the number of Citieésgyg
counties which, rather than go to c"urt on t his because they
knew t hey woul d | ose, they state i« the grticle that in view of
the 1986 U.S. Supreme Court decision they know they would |gqe
they go ahead and accept a district plan._ The second page
relates to an article from 1979, dealing with Thurston %ounty 9n
Nebraska where a | awsuit was filed because Indians \were unable
to place anybody on the Thurston County Board after they went
fromdistrict to at |arge. Thed'udge was going to rule in their
favor, so Thurston County agreed t0 5 settlement rather than
continue it all the way, and seven districts, as ny bjll
proposes, were created. Two of them would just about guatantee
representation for the native Americans. Population  wise
Dougl as County is nuch nore popul ace than Thurston' county, but
that small...that sparsely popul ated county had seven éji stricts.
On one of the sheets that | gave to you, |'m just trying to give
you some background because | thinkthere Z3re others who wil |
oppose Senator Labedz's amendnent which is designed really to

gut the bill. And Jim Noylan is trying hard to earn his noney,
and | don't blame him for doing this. But | got some figures
today from the Planning Department in Omaha and the 1986

popul ation total for Douglas County was.

SPEAKER BARRETT: One mi nute.

SENATOR CHAMBERS: .. 415,000, that wasin 1986. By the tinme we
have an election by districts, in 1992, tpe population will have
i ncreased. But if you go by that figure the district il
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