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members of the Board of Commissioners of Douglas County,and I
just would like, in case you haven't read your mail, and I k n ow
that sometimes it takes days before you get through your mail,
but he made some very good points. He says here , " Unlike t h e
City of Omaha, in addition to the county board, Douglas C o unty
has seven elected officials responsible for seven different
departments. W e elect,at large, the Clerk of the District
Court, the Registrar of Deeds, the County Clerk, the County
Assessor, the County Attorney, t he C o unt y Tr e a s u re r and the
Public Defender...County Public De f ender . " So you c a n see by
the amount of pecple that. we elect in Douglas County that the
five D ouglas County Board members n o w ar e mor e or l e s s
administrators. He goes on to say, "In a short time I have been
elected on the board I have worked with the other commissioners
in a c ohesive and collective environment to solve the problems
for all citizens of Douglas County." And that brings to m ind
when I stood here and fought the district elections for the City
C ouncil. At that tim e I was a l s o b a t t l i n g c ompost s i t e s i n
south Omaha and also rendering plants. A nd I found ou t tha t
when you' re battling something like that,or whethe r i t ' s a
l andf i l l , and I kn o w t h er e w i l l be t a l k on l an d f i l l s al so , that
you only have one representative that will fight for you on the
c ity c ounci l . I t wou l d b e t he same way with the Douglas County
Board of Commissioners. I would much rather prefer to vote for
all five county commissioners rather than just one. T hey w ou l d
be accountable to my vote when it comes to having a landfill, a
compost site, or a rendering plant in my area of the city. It
is...Howard Buffett goes o n t o sa y , " It i s m y b e l i ef , i n t h e
short time I' ve been there, that it's far better t o ha ve f i ve
county commissioners who are interested in all of the problems
facing Douglas County as a whole t han t o have sev en County
Commissioners, which '. B 588 p ro i d e s f or , who may be thinking
only of one geographical subdivision n of the county. It is noble
to say that each official represents the county, but it is human
n ature and t h e n a t u r e of the district representation t o be
obligated to the district's interests first." And I b el i e v e
that each and every one of us will say t h a t we ar e a p r i m e
example because I would not stand he re as a state senator
representing District 5 and vote for anything that would harm my
dist r i c t . And I t hi nk w e a l l ha v e t he same idea when it com es
to voting on an y particular bil l . I urge y ou t o ad op t t he
amendment. We do not need seven county commissioners in Douglas
County, five is more than enough. I be l i ev e t h a t a s I s t at ed
before the five county commissioners would be nominated by
district and then elected at la r ge . L anc a st er County a nd
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