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worthy idea for him to bring before the body. So I w o u l d ur ge
the passage of LB 438.

SPEAKER BARRETT: Thank you . Senator Morrissey, please.
(Gavel.)

SENATOR MORRISSEY: Mr. Chairman, thank you, and members, I rise
to support LB 438 simply because of one r eason. I th i nk by
passing 438 we are eliminating barriers or a possible barrier to
quality education for these handicapped students. Without this
bil l , w e w i l l co n t i nu e t he chance of d eny i n g one o f t he se
students a full quality education simply because you do have the
possibility of having a financially strapped school district out
there somewhere who will simply refuse to send their student to
these schools because they cannot afford it. And that, to me ,
is wrong. I think these students deserve the best opportunity
they can get. When I sat down an d t a l k ed t o t he v i sua l l y
handicapped g roup , to a pe r so n , t o a pe r son, t he o l de r
handicapped people had wished they had this opportunity to go to
a school s uch a s t h i s, to mingle with their peers and a l so t o
mingle w i th the publ i c in the si tuations that the school
provides in Nebraska City. To prevent one student from missing
'his opportunity, I would urge s upport f o r L B 4 3 8 .

S PEAKER BARRETT: Thank y o u . Any other di s c u ss io n? Seeing
none, S e n ato r W e h rbein , would y o u c ar e t o c' ose on t he
advancement of t h e b i l l ?

SENATOR WEHRBEIN: Ye s, Mr. Speaker, briefly, I wi l l c l os e . I
just want to say I don't think that we' re necessarily setting a
precedent here because we have got two established schools that
h ave been xn ex i s t ence 120 year s , or thereabouts. We just had a
resolution this morning commemorating the 120th anniversary of
the N e b r aska Sc h ool for the Deaf. So it is not new. I t ' s
something that we have had with us a nd has a pr oud l eg ac y in
both schools throughout. the years in Nebraska so it is not
something tt at is new. These are a different type of handicap,
in my opinion, than some of the more serious handicaps that we
have in our society today and these people that are involved in
these t w o a re as can be very useful citizens a nd these s c hool s
provide that type of background, that type of ed ucation that
they can use. An d I think that we should not shrink from this
responsibility and we should give them every option that they
should h a ve , ev e r y option if that in cludes going t o t he
residential school of either Omaha or Nebraska City, t hen t ha t
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