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a hearing handicap but these are students that sometimes are
wheel chair bound. These are students that haveother types of
physi cal handi caps but the facilities that we have 3t Nebraska
City and i n Omaha are facilities that are best suitedfor many
of these students. And | think that the small amount phat  the
A bill carries that would require thestate to pi ck up funding
so that this option or this choice is there for every school
district should they determne, should they determne, as
Senator Baack's language in his amendment said, the most
appropriate care plan, the nost appropriate education planfor

t hose students, teen this is an option that is there. And |
don't think that funding. . not funding, at least to the tune of
| think the A bill is approxinmtely $350,000, should be a
barrier for that choice with regard to a school that is, for
sonme students, a residential setting. For others, it's a day
school just |ike any otherschool that they would go to. But

they have facilities that are tailored to thelir needs, they have

the equiprent and the teachers that are specifically trained in

these areas. I think it's vital that Nebraska fund at a
100 percent, not continue to |ag behind in this area but g pe
on the forefront because we do have,clearly, two of the best

schools in the country in this area. Whenwe...when | served on
t he comm ssion with Senator Remers.

SPEAKER BARRETT; One mi nute.

SENATOR HALL: ...we toured the schools in lowa; we toured the
schools in Kansas. W had interaction w.'th the schools in
Col orado, the states of South Dakota and North pgkota and
Wyoming and Neéraska, clearly, was at |east at the top and as
good as...although we m ght have |acked ggome of the physical
capabilities or some of the nost |atest technology, we, clear ly,
were at the top and could conpete with any of those gchools that
other states offered. So | think to attach to that the funding
that allows for these students the ability to make ihat choice
for their school districts and their parents to have that is
essential for us to do as a state. I would urge the body to
advance L3 438 to E 6 R Initial. Thank you, Mr. President.

SPEAKER BARRETT: ~Thank you. Additional discussion on the
advancenent of the bill. Senator Nelson, followed by Senators
Beck and Morrissey.

SENATOR NELSON:  Mr. Speaker and menbers of the body, | probably
will be voting to nmove this bill at least one more time, but I
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