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may...but we are providing an incentive to do that in ¢ase for
school boards and for school adm nistrators to do that very
t hi ng because we' re going to fund it at a 100 percent rather

th~ funding a | ocal programat 60 to 65 percent. | think those
are some of the things you should think about as we continue to
talk about this bill. And if you have questions about {hat, I

will be glad to answer those. Thank you, Mr. Speaker.
SPEAKER BARRETT: Thankyou. Senator Hall

SENATOR HALL:  Thank you, M. President, gnq nenbers, | rise to
urge the body to advance LB438. This is not an issue that i

new to the body nor one that | think many nenbers have not aheardS
some debate on. The issue here is the students. |t's not an
issue of nmoney and it's not an issue of territory or territorial

rights with regard to what a school district should be gye to
do and what parents ought to be able to do. Senator Baack, it' s
probably a question of choice. And | guess do we allow funding
to stand in the way of_, you know, the ul timate choice with
regard to what is available to students and to parents. Andin

the case of special education I think that the one barrier pa¢

we have seen for students whoneedthe . sidential facility
setting is that the cost for themto attend gne of these two
facilities is sometimes nmore than aschool board is wi lling to
fund. And that should not be a reason to take that choice away
fromthat student because the idea for the schools is to providé
the best setting for thesestudents. The whol e concept behind
devel oping these schools over 3 100 years ago, virtually, was
that the students were the ones who were supposed to be taken
care of and | think all we' re doing through LB 238 is laying out

that that is the duty and obligation of the gstate and we feel
that if that is the nost appropriate method of education, if

that is the nost appropriate care plan for these i ndividuals,
then it shoul d be availableto them and the gstate should fund
it. The issue of nultiple handi caps or other handi caps that are
going to ask for residential facilities is not an issue gt g||
because if you follow, and manv of you do, the issues that
revol ve around the hearing inpaired and the visually impaired,
anynore they, clearly,are not just single handicaps that many
of these students have. They tend to be nultiple handicaps angd
we see each of these schools noving farther and farther into
dealing with students who have nmore than just yjsual handicaps
or hearing linitations. Theyare going farther and farther into
expanding the type of student with these difficulties. Aapg

yes, primarily, it's a visual handicap and, yes, primarily, it''s
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