
March 29, 1 9 8 9 LB 438

6 5 percent , i s wha t we. fund. We do not fund them at a
90 percent level. So we' re going to boost these handicapping
conditions from a 60 to 65 percent level to a 100 percent level.
We are going to do that when we do this bill. I t h in k yo u a r e
going to find that many schools are going to tend to be less
innovative in trying to come up with programs to deal with these
kinds of children in their district, because what we ' re d oi ng
here is we' re saying to a school board, if you want to send them
to the residential type system, they can go there for free. If
you want to keep them in your own school district, we are going
to fund them a t a 65 percent level. So there is not much
incentive there anymore for school boards t o c ome up with t he
kinds of programs that may actually providea more appropr i a t e
education for the child. I t ' s g o i n g t o stop there. I'm not
saying that these schools don't provideappropriate education
because they do , t h e y se r v e a v e r y , very useful function. B ut
what I'm saying is we don't want to necessarily encourage school
boards to put their children into this setting because of cost
reasons a nd I t hi nk we ' re . ..and we' re starting to do that with
t hi s b i l l . I t hink I menti oned before that w e' r e
starting...we' re starting into a system w h er e we ' re goi ng to
treat di fferent students...different kind o f handi c a p s
differently and we' re going to do that with this. I can i magine
coming down the road we' re going to have other handicapping
conditions that are going to say, well, why don't we start up a
residential kind of facility for us because t h en we can get
'00 percent state funding ra ther than at the 60 to 65 percent
level that you might have on the l ocal l evel. That i s a
p ossibi l i t y com i n g do w n t h e road. S o I think we should think
very, ve ry s e r i o u s ly a b out t h i s bi l l as t o whether or not we
ought to do this. I know that most other states fund that but a
sot of...most other states have different mechanisms and
different ways of fu nding special education than Nebraska.
Nebraska's is totally unique. I don't know if we should br e a k
that unique system by picking out a co uple of ha ndicapping
conditions and saying,these are special, we' re going to treat
chese in a ve ry sp ecial w ay by funding them 100 percent. I
think it a lso conflicts with many of the things that we talk
about in here when we deal with family issues a nd tr y in g t o k e e p
the children as close to the family as possible. I f we don ' t
have the local school districtscoming up with the innovative
kind of programs to try and keep those children close to the
family setting rather than shipping them off to a residential
facility because of the economic reasons. I hope that doesn' t
happen and I t hi n k i n m ost c a ses i t wi l l not ha p pen. B ut ther e

3093


