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SENATOR HALL: Thank you, Nr. President and members, I rise as a
co-sponsor o f LB 438 with Senator Wehrbein. This i s an i ssu e
that I have been involved with for a number of years prior to
Senator Wehrbein with Senator Wiley Remmers. And we sat , as
many of you know, on a commission that dealt with the needs of
the children who were students in both the school for the
hearing impaired and the visually handicapped as well and did a
two-year study on whether or not these schools s h o u l d b e m e r g ed
either together, merged with schools of a like nature or whether
or not regional schools s hould b e d ev e l o p e d . Came t o t h e
conclusion that these schools needed to be kept,at «his point
in time, separate and distinct and that there was on e
recommendation that the commission did make and that is what is
embodied in LB 438, that the funding for these schools, a t l e a s t
the tuition for the children should be borne by the state. They
are state schools and the issue of the ability...one problem
should be taken out of the formula and that's the problem of
whether or not the school district can afford to send their
children if the residential facility is the facility best suited
for that handicap of that individual. S o I who l ehear t e d l y a g a i n
rise in support of this measure. Senator Baack, if you would
yield to a question since we are dealing with your amendment to

with yo u r am endment i n t o t he b i l l ?

t he b i l l .

SENATOR BAACK: Yes .

SENATOR HALL: The amendment...and I understand the second half
and totally concur with the clean-up language that...basically
the back half of the bill, but on the first two pages you deal
with language that talks about an appropriate specia l ed uc at i on
program and you are accurate when you say that this language is
consistent with language that's found in other sections of the
statute. But my question is, if this were to serve a s a b ar r i e r
so that possibly with the passage of this bill that we found out
two years down the road, for example, that these young people,
because of the language that we are placing in the b a ll r igh t
n ow, still did n o t have that opportunity to, even though the
needs assessment showed that t hey' r e b e st suitable for thi s
residential program, if this was a roadblock to them a chiev i n g
that, would you be willing to come back and readdress this issue
and look at modifying the language that we' re currently placing

SENATOR BAACK: Absolute l y , Sen a t o r Ha l l .
intention to put up any roadblocks or a nythi n g .
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