March 29, 1989 LB 78

Transportation ComTitt(_ae for pub||c hearing_ T he bill was
advanced to General File. | have conmittee anendnents pending
by the Transportation Conmittee, M. President.

SPEAKER BARRETT: Di scussi on on the comm ttee amendnments' ?
Chai rman Lanb, please.

SENATOR LAMB: M . Speaker and nenmbers of the Legislature, LB 78
is, as was indicated, a bill introduced by Senator \arner. |
came to the Transportation Conmittee, and the bill has to do
with powers of the Public service Commi ssion It grants the
Public Service Comm ssion certain gdditional powers in regard to
regul ating nmotor carriers. |'msure Senator Warner will delve
into the provisions of the bill. However, we' |l talk at this
time about the committee amendnents. The committee amendments
can be summarized in three parts. First is the penalty section
of the bill was reduced somewhat. The bill states that a civil
f_l ne, in an amount not to exceed $5,000 for eah day of
violation, may be assessed.  The conmittee scaled that down,
Iit" s still $5,000, but it's not for each day of that. each day
of the violation. Then the second part of the committee
amendments has to do with the assessing of civil fines. Aag
introduced LB 78 provides the followi ng factors ghag|| be taken
into consideration by the Public Service Conm ssion in assessing
acivil fine for a violation, nunber one, the appropriateness of
the penalty to the size of the business of the violator. Tpe
gravity of the violations and the good faith of the violator jj
attenpting to achieve conpliance after notification of the
violation. The conm ttee anendnment strikes the requi rement that
the Public Service Comm ssion take jnto account the size of
busi ness of the violator in thegssessment of the civil fine.
Then the third part of the committee amendment has {4, 4o with
the...well, there s one nore part here | should discuss, tgo.
Currently the |law provides that any party wishing tgo appeal a
decision of the Public Service Conmission shall appealdirectly

to the Supreme Court. The committee amendment would provide
that any action of the PublicService Comm ssion, pursuant to
the civil fine provisions of the bill, shall be appealed to the

Lancaster District Court, or the district court of the county in
which the appealing party is domiciled. The other part of the
commi ttee anmendment has to do with transportation cooperatives,
whether — or not they are regulated by the Public Service
Conmmi ssi on. There are sone new reporting requirements for

transportation cooperatives, and this has been a long and
arduous process in arriving at agreement on {his part of the
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