Narch 29, 1989 LB 262

SENATOR HALL: Thank you, Nr. President. | appreciate the
opportunity. As expected | rise in opposition to Senator
Beyer's notion to kill LB 262. | understand his concern and |

think it is an honest issue, an honest difference of opinjion
bet ween us. But | would just clearly like to take a coupl e of
m nutes and explain to you how inportant this bill is to Dougl as

County as it's been limted there, t oo. A nunber of these

facilities or these attractions that would benefit fromthe
addition of this tax are places or are attractions that §o pot
function on a profit. There is not any kind of a large margin
where they can do the kinds of necessary capital repairs or
upkeep that allows them to maintain the quality that is
necessary so that they continue to be attractions for the i ty
of Omaha or Douglas County. And it is inmportant that they have
a source of funding in this area that allows themto do just
general types of maintenance. We're not going to raise a |large
amount of noney through the passage of LB 262, approxi mately
$800, 000 woul d be raised. It is not the kind of noney that 1§
going to allow for any real types of construction to take place,
but basi.cally it will be an inprovement or a pgintenance fund.
I't will allow for the types of things, the inprovenent of a
roof, the updating of or accessibility for different types  of
handi capped individuals to put in these kinds of things to bring
plumbing up-to-date, those types of things thatyour basic
adni ssion fees do not allow for,” because the problemis that
t hese things need to be available to the public. andthe public
is entitled to be able to use these facilities on an ongoing
basis at the npbst reasonable costs possible. It is no ones
intent to raise the admissions fees in these zreas, and some of
themdon't even charge admi ssion, so that they are prohibitive.
But it is also inportant that they be. .. continue to be the types
of attractions that we can be very proud of here in the State of
Nebr -.-ka. And there are attractions there that, yes, some of
themi ay be nore parochial to the Omha area, but ihere re a
nunber of them such as Fort Omaha, the Western Heritage leluseum
t hat Senator Labedz mentioned, that do contain history and
importance that reflects the entire growth and birth of this
state. So | think that it is something that does i npact the
entire state, because we, as state senators, are proud of the
establishment of the Gty of Omha and the one time territorial
capitol of the state. So | think that these types of
attractions that would be benefited through LB 262 3nd the
creation of the inprovenent tax or the capital inprovenent tax
is inmportant and it's extrenmely inportant s these facilities
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