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that is what we have in this bill. I am against an extra tax,
that is what we have in this bill. Fifty percent of the taxes
of this hotel-motel are paid by Nebraskans, families who take a
weekend to go out to Grand Island or any of the places where
there is a swimming pool, and a nice place, at a Holiday Inn or
s o on, and t h e y d o pa y t h e t a x e s . It isn't just people from out
of state. The sec ond point that I feel 'the arts have gotten
involved in this and two points about that. I doubt ver y mu ch
that people come off of I-BO with their families to g- to hear
the Omaha Symphony nor the opera. We do have a Neb r as k a Ar t s
Council and local arts councils that work very hard to fund the
arts in Nebraska, and they do a tremendous job. I do n ot wan t
to see their mainline budget derailed by this bill. The othe r
thing that concerns me about it is this, one of the
commissioners in Douglas County has already promised Metro Arts
that they would get $100,000 from this fund if it goes through .
I just do not like the idea of setting up a promise like that
before the bill has even been debated, before it has b een
passed, and before the money might be available. I don ' t t h i nk
the Legislature should operate that way and I don' t t h in k t h e
Douglas County Commissioners should operate that way, but my
main reason is I am against the r aise i n t ax , I am agains t t h e
hotel-motel people having to cope with it and having to add this
on to people's bills, and I am concerned about the mainline
budget of the Nebraska Arts Council, w hich i s t h e g r o u p wh o d o e s
fund the local arts councils and the local arts groups, a nd as I
have said before, they do a tremendous job. So I just wanted
you to know, Senator Hall, that I am going to vote against you
all the way down but those are my reasons. Thank you.

S PEAKER BARRETT: T h an k y o u . S enator Bey er , p l ea s e .

SENATOR BEYER: Well, Mr. Speaker and colleagues, I guess after
some of the statements made the other day, I shouldn't be
opposing the amendment because of a possibility it could benefit
some of the motels in our area, but I think what we have to look
at is that we have got an erosion of the sales t ax b as e . We
have allowed the cities to get into it. Every time we look at
property tax relief, let's face it, the only way we are going to
get property tax relief in the state is if we d o r ai se sa l e s
tax. It get s har der for the state to do it when we keep
allowing an erosion of the sales tax to other areas . Sena t o r
Crosby st a t ed it ve r y we l l . We h ave a Dou g l a s Cou n t y
Commissioner that come in h ere wi t h a b i l l wanting t o bu y
Ak-Sar-Ben, wanted to use that money. N ow he i s i n p r o m i s i n g

3031


