March 28, 1989 LB 447

SPEAKER BARRETT: Thank you. ) Senat or Nel son, followed by
Senator Schel | peper and Senator Kristensen.

SENATOR NELSON: Yes, to respond to Senator Beyer's question,
honestly don't know of any school that provides any curricul um

at all, and particularly in Getna and some of those schools,
that the students would not qualifyor that they would not. ,
.chool would not take advantage of it for vocational cati on

i f nothing nore than through the counseling and to |et tqhe now
that there are alternatives than to drop out of school. packto
Senator Scofield, | admt this is not a |ot of noney or a great

anount of noney, but, again, these stydents have to know that

there i s sonmething besides being a dropout, gnd they sinpl have
to be able to go out and make a living and maybe they don't have
the money or will not go on to further their education until

they are 25, 29 or 30 years of age. | might also, and this was
very |nportant in the public hearing, the gentleman from Uni on
Pacific Railroad provided this information to us, 459 they do
use a |ot of people, anda lot of skill, anda recent study
commi ssion by the Nebraska Council on Vocational Education
concerning the training needs related to LB 775, powas we know,

we are talking about millions of dollars there, 5y B 270, as we
di.cussed earlier today. Of the 16,000 entry level jobs, ang
this is inportant, created by LB 775, clerical and machine

operators combined will account for 64. 4 percent or 10, 300 of
the positions created in LB 775. andthen, here we are today

and as Nebraska, as | said, if vocational education is not
important, why is it that all of these other states, and |

sonetines hate to see senators stand on the floor gng say, well,
one state gives this, one state gives another, but we are

talking about enticing people pack into our state, and
retraining  our workers, and they do change about seven times in
their lifetine. But we give |less than $3, and most of the

states,  $100 to 300 or 400; California, | think, $400 per
student for vocational ed training. so it is inportant and we
need to be competitive, and these students need to know that
there are alternatives and what jobs are available, and it does
expose them to the basic thinking skills. | know Senator
Scofield mentioned that, and they do have to be trained, and as
| said, back, again, ny Principal Financial Goup at Grand
| sl and errpl oyed over 100 new enpl oyees right out of high school

that they would train. So with that, | might nention, too, the
StarVenture  group in Lincoln research showed that sever al
factors, and that is a | arge group of business people, that
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