
March 28, 1 9 8 9 LB 447

SENATOR BEYER: I am not reading that in the bill, that is why I

SENATOR NELSON: All right, yes. There is a $5 million cap.
. .

SENATOR BEYER: I know there is a $5 million cap, but if some of
the schools don't use it.

. .

SENATOR NELSON: Th en it goes higher for the student s . . . t he
schools that do use it.

SENATOR BEYER: That makes it awfully dangerous. I t hi nk we
need to look long and hard at this. I mean I support vocational
education in t he high schools, but if there is a school that
cannot qualify to use it based on some o f t he criteria, they
would lose it. Then the other schools would be able to have it,
and it might make some schools go into a program that they can' t
afford just to get this extra money. So I think we need to look
long and hard at that. T hank you .

S PEAKER BARRETT: Se n a t o r B e c k , p l e as e .

SENATOR BECK: I rise to support Senator Nelson. I was one o f
the co-sponsors of the bill. There i s seve r a l o t h e r s . Because
I think that vocational education is so important in the time
that we live, and I guess that would put me perhaps at odds w i t h
Senator Scofield b ecause I t h ink i t is something that is
n ecessary f or t he se co n d ar y s c h o o l . I would like to see it in
junior high to be used as an interface with the t ech c o l l eg e s ,
and I t hi nk , p ar t i cu l a r l y w h e n I t h i nk o f v oca t i on a l ed u c a t i o n
is it actually works as an impetus to further education for some
who are no t p e r h ap s r ead y t o even g o on t o the technical
colleges. Th ere is so many young people who don't know exactly
what they want to do, and I think that is part of the job o f
p ubli c e d uc a t i o n i s t o g i ve t h em some skills so that they might,
if nothing else, work in order that they can go on into tech
c ol l ege o r c ol l eg e . I mean I have had four chi l d r e n and t h ey
d idn ' t have a lo t of money, and I felt that the vocational
s ki l l s t h a t t he y p i c k e d up helped them and m ade t hem mo r e
e mployable , and also helped them to interface into other
programs later on, and I think there are som e t h i n g s t hat we
h ave t o n ot e he r e , and I d o n ' t k no w , per h a ps S e nator Be y e r and
t hose who have q u e s t i o n s about the funding of the bill and t h e
apportioning of it, that probably could be worked out on Select
File. But at the hearing, a business man from Lincol n p oi n t ed

was cur i ous .
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