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can communicate. And once they have got those basic skills,
then you can take t hem any place and train them in whatever
specific specialized skills they need. People need t o k n o w h ow
to learn to learn, and they need to know how to relearn, given
the track record of how quickly our economy is changing and how
quickly people have to retrain. You have to be awfully flexible
to survive in today's work force, just by virtue of the changes
in technology, and the cost o f ma i n t a i n i ng t he ki nd s o f
equipment that I think we would have to buy to put in high
schools to really do some of this specialized training i s so
expensive as to be proh ibitive perhaps o utside of t h e
metropolitan areas, and I think that the level of expertise,
again, that you have to have in any w ork force today is
generally getting to the point where it i s j u st a f o r e g one
conclus io n y ou a r e g o i ng to have to retrain and retrain and
retrain. And so, one, I would suggest that I am not con v . ' need
this is a great bill for smaller schools because I don' t: hink
they can possibly respond given the kind of money the' ar e
probably likely to get o ut of this, and probably not really
going to get us to cope specifically with what is an appropriate
vocational education to take people into the next century.

SPEAKER BARRETT: One minute.

SENATOR SCOFIELD: And, in fact, I think we s hould seriously
debate what is appropriate vocational education today, and what
is specialized training. I think that technical colleges a re a
better place to do that, and we might better spend our money
supporting them to do that. We need t o enc o u r a ge sharin g of
resources between the technical colleges a nd the h i g h s c h o o l s ,
s o tha t w e c a n a d d r e s s some of those legitimate concerns t h at
Senator Nelson is trying to bring, specifically, those kids that
need some specialized training, dropouts and so forth. But I
have some real skepticism about this bill. It is pretty much
the same as it was last year, and so I think those are t h e r e a l
q uest i on s we s h o u l d a d d r es s h e r e , rather than, is it good policy
just to appropriate this kind of money because on t he su r f a ce
there is nothing wrong with vocational education, but I think we
need to t alk about what is meaningful vocational education
today.

S PEAKER BARRETT: T h an k y o u . Senator Beyer, followed by Senator

SENATOR BEYER: Nr. Speaker a nd c o l l eag u es , I have go t a cou p l e

Beck.
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