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sonmetime in the |ast few days what it wouldmeanto your
i ndi vidual districts, andthe programs, | want to nmention,
maybe, Hastings, Nebraska. They have started a program ip
educational technol ogy. | think it cost about $70,000. They
brought it to the business comunity, and the business comunity
provided about $7,000, Hastings, the benefits from the
vocational ed program about $4,000, and the rest of it is
school budget. So | can go downthe list, any number of
conmuni ties that have a project or are interested i'n vocati onal
education. One of the ways that the bill this year is a |t e
different than |ast year, and | probably in tine, if you want me
to, | can go down, but it is found on page 5 of your bill, 549
in order to receive the allotted funds, 3 school district shall
conplete an application for funds, and it is Iprir’rarily acquiring
modern instructional equipment simlar to that found in business
and industry; starting a new vocational program expanding an
exi sting one; adding a new course or a pew dimension:  and
appro!ing access or support for career ngance and counsel ing
programs, which is very inportant. |t jnc'udes the acquisition
and use of the Nebraska Career Information System ygcational
education is very inportant to those that have not had that
o pportunity. I mght also tell you, gnq4 it is a long |ist of
peopl e that have come in to testify on |p 447, and that have
lent their support, the Nebraska Hospital Association, for one.
There are a lot of nedical opportunities gnpd opportunities of
sonme vocational education or sone experience or t let them know
what is available. Nebraska Farm Bureau, StarVeij yre t hat is a
lincoln group of business people,very much in support of this
bill . The Union Pacific Railroad, the Gush.an Plant, the

Nebraska Va:at|0na| E.dUC.ation’ nat ur al |y’ the Lincoln
| ndependent Busi ness Association, the Omha Charnber of Commerce,

and | believe the Lincoln Chamber of Commerce are also going 4
Support LB 447. Nebraska Commerceand |ndustry i s anot her one,
and | can go down the long Ilist of supporters for vocational
education, and what | amtrying to reach is that student that
woul d be a dropout, or that student that must be made 5uare that
there are skills that are available, gnd to start them The
community college, the average age is 29years, so these

students need to  be exposed in high school that there is
sonmet hing t hat they canpdo and how tg foll ow direct}ons and use

the mathematics and so on that is necessary a work force.
Most enployers in small business sinply can't (qevote the time or
the resources to teach new enpl oyees the basic occupations or
specific skills, and, again, electronic or technolo or
retailing. | mentioned to you the hospitals, the nedi ca| gfyl el d,
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