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please.

ASSISTANT CLERK: 2 ayes, 16 nays on the motion to indefinitely

SPEAKER BARRETT: Notion fails. Anything e l s e o n t he b i l l ?

ASSISTANT CLERK: Nothing further on the bill.

SPEAKER BARRETT: B ack to a d i sc us s i o n of the bill itself,
Senator Langford, your light is on. Would you like to discuss
the bill'? Followed by Senators Noore, Hall, a nd Ashfo r d .

SENATOR LANGFORD: Nr. President and colleagues, the first thing
I must do is rebut some of the debate that went before. There
may be hundreds of thousands of people in western Nebraska that
don't know a thing about Joslyn or art, but I am i n c l i n ed t o
d isagree . By t h e t xme I was 1 1 y e ar s o l d , I h ad b e e n t o art
museums in Chicago, Portland, Oregon, and New York Ci t y , a nd m y
father was a railroad conductor, but we were dragged to every
art gallery that was around. And I feel there are m any o t h e r
people in w estern Nebraska who enjoy art as much as my family
did. Now any museum, public or private, which i s non p r o f i t ,
exists for the purpose of public enjoyment. E veryone i s a l l ow e d
to be a dmitted. Thank y o u. Th e ar t wo r k i s pu r ch a s e d b y
private money. Nebraska is astate of s m all p opulation and
recent settlement in the scheme of rural history. We di n o t
have much fine art in our state. Some of the things t ha t a r e
included in our galleries are not really art at all. The p r i c e
of renowned pieces of art is astronomical today. I cou l d n o t
believe that a public art gallery had to pay taxes a nd I d i dn ' t
r eal i z e i t un t i l I r e ad t h i s b i l l . I think that is c ompletely
out of line. This Legislature can do better and I feel that we
should do everything to increase the money that Joslyn ha s t o
spend. Now, needless to say, everybody here knows I don't mean
out of the state General Fund. Exempting the tax leaves mor e
money f o r p u r cha s e s and I h o p e y o u w i l l gi v e t h i s g i f t o f t h e
Legislature to our first...future generations a great d eal of
thought. When I travel, the first place I ever go is to the art
g al l e r i e s and I h ave been to museums all over the world. As
Nebraskans, I contend that we can be very proud of Joslyn , n ot
only because o f t h e artwork but also because of the building. I
h ave a v e ry f avo r i t e story that I want to tell you about an art
gallery. I have three children. The youngest o n e al way s went
to the art ga lleries with me. The two older ones finally got
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