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SPEAKER BARRETT: Ti me h as exp i r ed . Th ank yo u . Any other
discussion on the kill motion? Senator Crosby a nd S e n a t o r
W ehrbein . Sen a t o r C r o s b y .

S ENATOR CROSBY: Th an k y o u , M r. S p e aker . I speak as a pe r s o n
who has been to Joslyn as a child and as an adult not more than
a y e a r a g o , S e n a t o r C h ambers . My children and I went there. I
took them...we lived in Omaha for a year and we had been t h er e
when we lived out in the middle of Nebraska, a nd we went s e v e r a l
times when we lived in Omaha because it was a cheap afternoon
and a fulfilling afternoon in many ways for children t o be
exposed to the wonderful collection that they have there. I
feel that I need to speak out here for the arts, and I h av e t h i s
feeling that no one is interested. All they are interested in
is whether or not this money is going to be designated to sales
tax or not. L e t me read to you quickly from the N eb r a s k a
Cultural Arts Guide of 1989, Joslyn Art Museum. I t ha s p a r k i n g
available, space for buses. It has food service, accessib l e t o
wheelchai r s and h and i c a p ped, and groups are welcome. When my
ch' ldren, and I want to tell you, when my children and I went
there, we didn't ..ve very much money and no one ever made us
feel unwelcome, let me tell you. We felt l ike it was a
wonderful place to g o and that we were part of the group, and
that we were welcome at Joslyn always. Here is the description,
one of the nation's best examples of art deco a rch i t e c t u r e . The
building itself, which was opened in 1931 as a gift from the
widow of Omaha businessman, George A. Jo slyn, the building
itself is a gift to Omaha and to the State of Nebraska. I t i s a
tourist attraction, if you want to use that word, tourism. The
permanent collection spans .ancient times to modern art. They
h ave a s e asonal c o n c er t se r i e s . I have been t o t h e Bagels and
Bach that the Omaha Symphony does along with some other things.
They have films, lectures, art history, tours, classes. As f a r
a s I a m concerned , p l e a s e d o n ' t k i l l t h i s b i l l , and then I wo u l d
urge you to vote for it because I feel that art, and I f i r ml y
believe art is for everyone. Just t o go and s t and i n t h at
courtyar d and l ook around that building is a fulfilling
experience. So if you haven't been there, I 'd u r g e you t o go
and k e e p t h i s b i l l a l i v e bec a us e I t h i nk i t i s a st at em en t t h at
the State of Nebraska could say to Joslyn, we want yo u t o ke ep
that art collection. My only regret is that the Great Plains
art collection here in Lincoln couldn't afford to have i t . I
w ant it there a t Joslyn. I don 't want it to go out of the
state, so let's hang on here a nd keep 705 go i n g . Thank you.
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