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nation sees fit to charge a sales tax on the purchase of f i n e
art for use in a not for profit museum such as the Joslyn in
Omaha. It is a bill that has been before the Revenue Committee,
been before the body prior to 1989 so it is not an issue that is
new off the press so to speak. I t ha s b e e n h e r e before . I t
advanced out of the committee based on the fact that the fine
arts museum is there for the general public and it is there for
everyone t o u se and to appreciate. Na ybe there is a certain
segment of society, Senator Chambers, as you pointed out, that
might use it more than another, but it is there for everyone to
use and as Senator Lindsay has pointed out in his statements, it
i s u sed e x t e n s i v e l y b y t he pub l i c schools system to educate
young people to the benefits that the museum has to offer to the
historical and cultural opportunities that are there. I t h i n k
that Nebraska lags far behind other states in the aspect of not
r ecogniz in g t h e importance of these kinds of contributions
because what you are doing is you' re taking and y ou ' r e t ax i ng
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contribution dollars.

SPEAKER BARRETT: One minute.

SENATOR HALL: Because it takes cor.cribution dollars to purchase
these works of art and you' re imposing a tax on them, a tax t o
the tune of $200,000 that could be used much more r eadi l y a n d I
think much more worthwhile in thearea of more acquisition for
the museum. So it only makes sense to m e to vote d own thi s
motion to kill the bill and then move on t o a d v a nc e L B 7 0 5 o n t o
Select File. The annual impact of 705, o nce t h e J os l y n pu r c h a s e
i s f i n i sh e d , i s app r o xi m a t e l y $14,000 a yea r so i t i s n o
different than the exemption that we allowed previous f o r t h e
state fairs that we granted earlier this session . I t h i nk t h at
it makes sense for us to advance t h i s b i l l on . Thank y ou ,

SPEAKER BARRETT: Senator Labedz, did you want to speak t o t h e
motion to indefinitely postpone? Thank you . Anyon e e l se care
to speak to the motion? S enators A s h f o r d , C h ambers an d No o r e

SENATOR ASHFORD: Nembers, LB 705 is my priority b i l l and t h e
reason that it is, I think relates to the way I look at this
exemption. I don't look at it as a sales -ax exemption . I
think it's really inappropriate in many respects to do that. I
think we have to start from the premise that this is a v aluab l e
acquisition for the State of Nebraska. The vehicle for making
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