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offer that amendment on Select File with the intent that this
bill be advanced at that point and bring up the issues that
address that particular question. So, N r . Sp e aker , I would
withdraw this amendment at this time.

SPEAKER BARRETT: Thank you. It is withdrawn. Back to t h e
advancement of the bill, Senator " ,ichmit , p l e ase , f o l l owed b y

SENATOR SCHNIT: Nr. President and members, it seems that more
and more this year I find myself in somewhat o f a mi n o r i t y
position on a num ber of bills and even more strange ly , I f i nd
myself in a position where I, in this particular instance, I
m ight e ven b e i n opp o s i t i on t o t he b i l l b ec a u s e of some points I
want to make here today, notwithstanding the good arguments that
have been made in support of the amendment and the bill. I hope
that the amendment is properly drawn. I'm not sure that it is,
but my principal concerns a re t h e se . Num ber o n e , b u s i n e s s e s do
not always follow a s t e ad y cou r s e a n d a cou r s e i n p r og r e s s .
Businesses, as individuals, frequently have r everses . I hav e a
question that I think we ought to raise here today because as I
well remember that when the freight train was r oa r i n g wi t h
engineer Va r d J ohn son at the helm in 1987, no objections were
excepted to any of the arguments which Vard made. And t od ay ,
again , we ' re say i n g well we never intended, w e never i nt en d e d
that a business would be rewarded for not creating jobs a nd I
would probably go along with that for the most part. T he po i n t
I want to make here is this, t hat s u p p o s e , as S e n a t o r Ash f o r d
made a point of, that because of some event that takes place, a
business s u f f e r s a r everse , ar e we g o i n g t o comp o und that
business's problems then by removing from that business the tax
breaks wh i c h w e h a d or i g i n al l y g i v en t o i t ? Senator B a r r e t t c an
tell you of the problems that developed in Lexington when t h ey
closed the New Holland plant out there and, o f cou r s e , n o w t he
resurging business climate because of the opening of that plant
with IBP. But many businesses that did a lot of business with
New Holland suddenly found themselves in ser i ou s t r ou b l e . We
f ound t he same thing in Schuyler, Nebraska , an d Sen at o r
Schel lpeper c a n t e l l you , when the y c l o sed t he p ac k i n g h ou se
there. Many businesses that we"e companion businesses of that
plant suffered severe reverses. And certainly it could n ot b e
expected that those b usinesse s t h en could maintain their
workfo r ce . Ar e we go i n g t o d ou b l y pen a l i ze t hat bu si n e s s
because of t h at fact? I'd point out another thing, you all
r ecal l a f ew y e a r s ago when we had a l o t o f surplu s cr o ps and

Senator Wesely and Senator Hannibal.
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