March 28, 1989 LB 437

| ook upon 775 and I'mlooking at it very parochially. |'ma
Iifelong resident of Omaha and | saw what happened to ny city in
the late sixties and early seventies as busi nesses pulled out of
Omeha, as businesses pulled out of downt own Omaha, g5 the
stockyards became less and less of a factor and jt was a sad

occasion for  me. | _remember we had a fanily business in
downt own Omeha for 90 years and in the late s'xties all that was
really left was the Job Corps, Brandeis, Néraska (inaudible)

Conpany and Union Pacific. Everybody else is pretty much gone
and a few banks and it was a very, ver sad thing for . t

wi t ness because of the involvenent that personally ny Pamﬂe/ ha8
had in Omaha for so many years. what has happened in Oraha in
the last couple of years I think can be characterized as being a
boom Omaha now is grow ng. Downtown Omaha is  peginning to
come alive again. People are working in Omaha and | bélieve

that, at least for nmy city, it's good. And | also remenbe
Nebraska hi story well enough to know that there really ulrdn'my

have been an Omaha had there not been ranchers i
Nebr aska that used the banks in Omaha and for theal’nrd trfe{j\r'{srggﬁor%sn
that they did in the 1880s and nineties. Soldo look at
Nebraska as a whole and as Omha is 3 part of that whole. So |
| ook at Senator NcFarland's bill and suggest to himthat | ama
supporter of LB 775 and I'mgratified by what has happened and

the investment that has been made in Omaha and in the rest of
Nebraska. But | also believe as Senator ndis suggests that

there is an issue here that needs to be a&d’iresse - 1 certainly
would not fault Union Pacific Railroad or Mutual 4f omaha for
t aking advantage of LB 775 and al so reducing the nunbers of
enpl oyees. | am convinced fromtalking to these enpl oyers
certainly in t he case of Union Pacific that business decisions
had been made early on nove the yards gut of Omaha to another

I ocation, that Mutual of Omaha was going through structural
changes and business changes that were occurring and had
occurred over a period of years and | amgratified, quite
frankly, to see the changes that have been nade to the positive
with Mutual of Omaha and Union Pacific Railroads and certainly
with US West and the investment that they are making because
think it helps all of us as a state when businesses continue to
grow in Nebraska and not nove out. Andl also believe in the

i nvest nent pOrtiOn of LB775 You p0u| d see what happened with
the stockyards and other industries in Omha when they failed to

invest in new equi pment and to nodernize. \pat happened is, the

businesses dried up, npved out of Nebraska and noved elsewhere,
so | believe in the investment aspect of LB 775 as well. o re

also Conpeting with ot her St ates t hat don''t rea||y have
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