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Obviously, to me, that study wa not done. Obviously, nothing
has been done to give us any more insight. as to how the system
is actually working with this backlog. You know, ar e we , in
fact, having a s ystem t hat ' s inefficient that we are simply
s aying, y e s , w e h av e a b a c k l og , y o u n e e d more, or , y ou know,
what a ctually are we doing? It's un'fortunate t ha t t h e
Legis l a t u r e i s b ei n g p u t i n t hi s p o si t i on on S e le c t Fi l e a nd I
repeat, on Select File, that we have to make a decision of this
magnitude without the information that we needed to m ake. . . t h a t
we need to make the decision. So I h av e s ome concern s o n t h e
bill and I mentioned to Senator Ashford previously t ha t I h ad
some concerns. I also understand what the senator is trying to
do and I also understand there is a backlog. I just wish we had
the information that we need in order to make a r e al p o si t i ve
and important decision like this at this time. Thank you ,
M r. P r e s i d e n t .

SPEAKER BARRETT: S e n a t o r As h f o r d .

S ENATOR ASHFORD: Y e a h , thank you, Mr. President. I app r e ci at e
S enator Ber n a r d - S t e v ens ' concerns. I thought you were going to
vote for the bill because we talked about it on a cou ple of
occasions and I ...and y >u indicated yoursupport at that time,
though with questions. And I think one of the concerns I h ave
always had is e fficiency and oneof the reasons why I brought
the family law bill before the Legislature was a concern that I
had that maybe we ought to restructure the District Court system
to allow for family type cases being handled separately from
District Court cases generally. And, unfortunately, that bill
was killed by the Judiciary Committee, though I understand that
there is some indication that there will be a s t u d y on t h at .
You k n ow , I t h i n k one only need look at the number of cases
f i l e d i n D o u g l a s C oun t y , a nd I h a v e h a nded t h o s e out , an d t h e
history of the process to substantiate the need for a t h i r d
judge, especially there is already an acknowledgement t hat , at
least in Lancaster County, therewil l b e t wo j ud g e s a t t he end
of this year. I think if we look at the metropolitan area of
O maha an d Dou g l a s County, just sheer numbers a lone wou l d
indicate that Douglas County ought to have a third judge but
there is more evidence to support it. On e , as I have said
before, Judge Caniglia has been running almost a full docket .
Judge C a n i g li a was a District Court judge for several years as
one of the most...was one of the most respected D ouglas Cou n t y
District Court judges and continues to be very well respected as
a juvenile court judge but he's certainly past theretirement
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