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of Standing Bear but, ironically, it would have happened a b o u t
100 years ag o, 1889 , and I t h i n k i t wa s i n Ap r i l , and they h ad
been sent to Oklahoma. They didn't like the land. They w e r e
tricked into an agreement that they didn't understand. He
wanted to come back, Chief Standing Bear, and bury h i s son who
had requested that he be buried near the fast rushing river in
Nebraska. The soldiers were ordered to gather them up and herd
them back. Standing Bear did not want to go. A genera l n a med
Crook did not want him to have to go but h e sa i d h e was a
soldier under orders and he had to do what he was ordered to do.
However, he would delay as long as he could, make the jo u r n e y a s
slow as possible, and while this was being done, he asked the
editor of the then g~ t o do w hat he could to sti r up some
support for Standing Bear, and t h e re w e r e t w o l aw y er s w h ose
services were obtained. When they argued, to make a long story
short, the lawyer for the U.S. Government said these are not
people. For the purposes of the Constitution, they are wards of
the United States Government, and if the government says t h ey
cannot, then they don't even have the right to breath the fresh
air, and the representative stood and spoke for Standing Bear.
He sought a writ of h abeas corpus and J u dge Dundy had t o b e
called back from a hunting trip, Dundy County is n amed after
him, to p reside over this hearing. He listened to everything
that was said and he said for the purposes of the Fourteenth
Amendment to the United States Constitution the Indian isa
person and , t he r e f o r e , ha s standing to come before a f e d e r a l
cour t and see k a w ri t o f h ab e a s c o r p u s , and t h e r e i s a b u st
standing out there in that corridor. For t h e p u r p o se s o f the
Fourteenth Amendment, the Indian is a person. What LB 340 is
saying that in Nebraska, where the tr ial o f St an d i n g Be a r
occurred a 100 ye ar s ago, for the purposes of according human
decency and respect that is accorded to all others, the Indian
i s a h uman be i ng , a n d I ho p e y o u w i l l v ot e t o advance this bill.

SPEAKER BARRETT: Th a n k . ou . Shal l L B 3 4 0 b e a d v a n ced t o E & R
Engrossing? Those in favor vote aye, o pposed nay . Ha v e y o u al l
v oted? Pl e a s e r e c o r d . A record v ot e h a s be e n r e q u e s t e d .

CLERK: (Read record vote. See pages 1348-49 of the Legislative
Journal.) 28 ayes, 12 nays, Mr. President, on t h e adv a n c ement

SPEAKER BARRETT: T h e b i l l is advanced. The A bill, Mr. Clerk.

C LERK: Mr . Pr e si d e n t , on the A bill, LB 340A, I have no E & R

of L B 3 4 0 .
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