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many times about why it is appropriate to return the remains and
buria l goo d s bec a u se that is not what is before us now. What
we' re talking about now is an amount of t ime to be given in
addition to the ov er 50 years that the people holding these
remains and burial goods have already had. So h op e y o u wou l d
defeat Senator Wesely's amendment to his amendment, then I hope

S PEAKER BARRETT: T h ank y o u . S enator Baack .

SENATOR BAACK: Yes, Mr. Speaker and members, I , t oo , r i se t o
oppose this amendment. I think that having been involved in the
negotiation process for a couple of months now and we' ve been
through this...over this ground before, this is kind of d eja v u
for me. We ' ve been over this ground a number of times in the
negotiations and I think that now is the time that we n e e d t o
draw the line in the sand. We' re not going ta accept any longer
time frame except we will accept Senator Warner' s amendment
coming up in a little while for a one-year extension. I t h i n k
that is plenty long enough. I know that a reference was made to
the Attorney General's Opinion that. . .and he had made r e f e r e n c e
to a three-year time frame. If you read that entire Atto rney
General's Opinion, he is not saying that we should give them
three more years to study these remains. That op inion says
we' ve had them 47 years too long. We should have only had them
three years to start with. That's what it says. I t d oe sn ' t say
we should give them an additional three years. I t s ay s we ' v e
had them 47 years too long. We should have given them back a
long time ago. So we don' t n e e d t o ex t en d the time anymore.
One more yea r , which w i l l al l ow t i m e f o r t h e t r i b es t o l o ca t e
some land, to get the land designated for t he burial site i s
plenty of time. If we allow some ex ra money for the Historical
Society, that should be pl enty of time for them to do their
studies. They' ve had the remains for over 50 year s a l r eady .
They should have had most of the studies done by now. S o wi t h
that, I would simply urge you to reject this amendment, to
reject the three-year extension. Lat er when Senator Warner
makes his one-year extension I would agree to that, and I t h i n kt hat ' s a very reasonable compromise in this case, I t h i n k w e
have asked the tribes to continue to compromise. We continue to
ask them to add more and more to theirs. We neve r ask e d t he
other side to do anything. We just asked the tribes to continue
to compromise. I t hink t h i s i s wh er e we s t o p , o n e - y e a r
extension, no more than that. Thank you .

you will defeat his chief amendment.
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