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would like to ask you a question. You are t h e o n l y o n e s o f a r ,
and I am no t s aying you are advocating the display of human
remains, but I am going to put it to you b ecause I don ' t
distinguish between those that are 1,000 years old or those that
are so f re sh as y est e r d a y . Do you have the stomach for me to
take what I have got in this sack and hold it up t o e ve r y b o dy ,
pursuant to a request from you'?

SENATOR WESELY: I made no such request.

SENATOR CHAMBERS: The p o i n t i s, we l l , who in here is that
curious. I s your curiosity peaked? Do y o u wa nt t o se e
somebody's sku l l , d o you want t o se e s o mebody ' s r ib b o ne ? How
will that advance you or. ..that is all that I was going t o a sk
y ou, Se n a t o r We s e ly , . . . ho w is that going to make you a better
h uman b e i n g? How? Does i t sh ow a g r e at e r d egree o f
civilization after you have seen it than before you s aw i t ?
Does it convince you that somebody who has is r eputed t o h av e
l i ve d 2 , 00 0 ye ar s ago had, in fact, a rib bone a s you h av e a
number of r i b b on e s n o w ? Why so much talk over t h e d i sp l ay
i ssue ? Bec au s e t h e Historical Society is trying to find
s nators to raise these false issues so they can dig their heels
i n and d e l a y . Th e m ajor issues are wh at the society is
concerned about, they don't want to return the remains. These
bones have been stored in the Smithsonian Institution f or we l l
nigh 50 years. They haven't seen the need to study t h em . They
have thousands o f t h e s e b o nes , not just from Nebraska, but f rom
all over the country. ~p er ' s had a recent article that
described, and a white man wrote the art i c l e , I be l i ev e , went
into this room and saw skeletons stacked everywhere, in drawers,
in boxes, some not even with identifying marks. I t i s mor e l ake
a mausoleum, and all of a sudden they are going to tell us now
t hat t h e y h a v e developed so much interest in th ese Pawnee
remains that they have got to be given some time to study them.
Who is going to study them? Not the Historical Society. They
have already shipped them off to the Smithsonian Institute. Not
the Smithsonian Institute, because the only thing they can do is
periodically put chemicals in these bones s o th at various
parasites and others that would dine on them would not co ns u me
them. That is what it is that we are dealing with. But Senator
W esely did n o t e xpress a ny oppo s i t i on t o Se n a t or Ba ack ' s
amendments. I support his amendment, too. But I am t r y i n g t o
lay the groundwork so when we get to talking about letting them
h old on t o t h e s e b o n e s , we want to know what is really e nta i l e d ,
and wh e t he r t h er e i s a g enu i n e sch o l ar who is interested,
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