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if this was going to be a referee or a judge as the way you ¢
the public counsel's job. He is going to interpret what cou?\g
be made available. In actuality, it |ooks |ike they may end
being a little further interpreting what really are burial gong
and so forth. Would they be authorized to seek technical expert
inaddit ion, expertise, would you say?

SENATOR BERNARD-STEVENS under st andi r']gY they woul d be .able
to use whatever neans available to hel p them make  t hat deci sion,
yes, sir.

SENATOR WEHRBEI N: So he could seek private, grhe or she could
seek additional counsel if they were needed to meke gz decision
on sonme of the decisions they will be called on to make'?

SENATOR BERNARD-STEVENS: That is correct.

SENATOR VWEHRBEIN: And | also am concerned apout the workload
that m ght be put upon this office. Have you thought about the
further anount of money that may be needed elo staff this office ?

I's there going to be an enormous gmount of cases, perhaps? Is
there any way to estimate where this may | ead' ?

S NATOR BERNARD-STEVENS: Senator, and | sincerely meanno
offensle by my answer, so, please, don't take it that way because
| don't nean it that way. One of the things that has really

irritated me along the way is there have been so many reasons
brought up of why we shouldn't do things, and the idea that, you
know, there mi ght be a |ot of disputes that ma overwork the
O fice of Public Counsel and,therefore, we should think about

anot her al ternative, I guess ny feelin of that is the
foll ow ng: Most of these disputes could %ave been, should have

been, still can be resolved right now between the two groups.
And in nmy opinion, it is the Historical Scciety that has been a
giant grand barrier, right there. If the Historical Society
woul d choose to dispute everything along the way, then it would
be a tremendous workload. I't would be if they choose to do
that. | would say, | don't care. | f they are go| ng to do that,
then | will go through with themeach time, gnd if they want to
spend their society's money, if they want to tgke the state'
time, if they want to do that and drag their feet, | don't care,
I think this is the way that we need to go. If they are
reasonabl e and if both sides are reasonable, it should not be
factor and it should not be an overburden to that counsel's
office, only those things that would be very difficult to

2780



