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Legislature. I guess I am going to have a question, perhaps ofS enator Ba a ck , base d on wha t you j ust said . I was one ,
obviously, I may have done so on the floor, if I didn' t, I d i d
it otherwise, who expressed some concern about the r ole o f t h e
public counsel and I think I raised the constitutional, at
least, a question to that basis,and I was going to write, and
primary because this does not just include, obviously, a s tate
agency, but a number of agencies which,or entities, which are
not related to the state in any way. And it is my understanding
that there had been a letter written to the Attorney General for
clarification of that, a nd by t h a t r e as o n , I did not write one
to get clarification. Is there a letter pending, do you know?

SENATOR BAACK: Y e s , t he r e i s . I wrote a letter and it is s t i l l
p ending , a s f ar as I know .

SENATOR WARNER: So that issue, I mean you apparently have
visited with someone that you feel there is no problem, but, at
least, it has not been technically done?

SENATOR BAACK: R i gh t , correct, I visited with Gene Crump about
it, and my impression of that meeting was that there isn't a
c onst i t u t i o n a l p r ob l e m t here , b u t we d o not have a written
letter back yet from him.

SENATOR WARNER: Well, I , yo u k n ow , I have some co nc e rn even
aside from that. It seems to me what we are talking about, as I
have looked at some of these other proposed amendments as well,
it seems what we are talking about is a finding that you r eal l y
would want to rely u pon t ec h n i c i a n s , as t e chn i c i a n s a r e
disagreeing, apparently, experts , sch o l a r s , and u n d e r t h o se
c i r cumstances , i t i s h ar d f o r me t o be l i ev e t h at t h e p ub l i c
counsel has either the background or the knowledge t o do t ha t
k ind o f a r ev i ew. O bvious ly , i t i s n ot a l eg a l q ue st i on w h ic h
is what they are trained in. I t i s , as I un de r s t and i t , a
scientific question. It seems to me a scientific question ought
to be reviewed by a scientific body rather than legal counsel,
and if that cannot be resolved, t hen I gue s s you g o t o t h e
courts to get a legal definition as to where things are. But I
have looked at some of those records and I know, obvious l y , I am
no expert whatsoever, but as I read them, it seems very fine
lines as to what may or may not be burial goods, a nd one wh i c h ,
obviously, it takes a scholar to define, and I would be hesitant
to think that the public counsel is the one that would have the
kind of background and training to be able to equitably resolve
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