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that you all will view it favorably also.

SENATOR LABEDZ: Tha n k y ou , S enator Chambers. B efore we go t o
the next speaker , we would like to welcome to t he Neb r a ska
Unicameral the guests of Senator Chizek and Senator Lindsay. We
have Mary D u f f y and her th r e e c hi l dr e n , Briana, Rory , a nd
Siobhon. Will you rise, please, and b e r ec o gnized b y t h e
L egislature . Thank yo u . We are now speaking on the amendment
to LB 340, Senator Baack.

SENATOR BAACK: Yes, Madam Chairman and members, I w o ul d j ust
r ise i n sup p or t of the amendment of Bernard-Stevens. I t h i n k
that he has done a very good job of explaining exactly how this
system would work if there is a problem between the two parties.
I think it i s a system that of the ones that I have seen that
are going to be p r oposed, I think it is the fairest one. I
think it i s o ne that we can all live with. I think there was
some dispute early on that there might be some constitutional
problems here but I think those have been resolved. I don' t
think there is an y co nstitutional problems here w i th t he
O mbudsman be in g i n v o l v ed . That is his function to be involved
between government and private persons, so I don't think there
is any problem with t h at. I t h i n k t ha t , an d I t h i nk t ha t
S enator Bernard-Stevens di d a n a wfully good job of e xplain i ng
that there really...if there is a dispute, it's going to be of a
very na r r ow sort b e c ause of t he r ecords tha t h ave been kept a n d
I t h ink t ha t i t wi l l be e as i l y , f ai r l y eas i l y d e t e r mined i n most
cases as to who is the correct party in the case. And I t hi nk
that if there is a grievance and you don't like the decision of
the public counsel, then you can appeal that. You would, wi t h
the Administrative Procedures Act, you would go into the state
district court. So I t h i n k t h at t h i s is an amendment that
improves the b ill. It sets up an arbitration process because
t here ar e g o ing t o b e some items that may have a dispute as t o
whether or not t hey ought to go back. I will be offering an
amendment in just a little while to narrow that scope yet, even
further than the bill is right now,as to what items would go
back as fa r a s b u r i a l g o ods go . But for right now, I would just
urge the body to adopt Senator Bernard-Stevens amendment to 340.
Thank you.

SENATOR LABEDZ: S e n a tor Warner , would you like to speak on the
amendment? Senator Warner, on the amendment.

SENATOR WARNER: Thank y ou, Mr. P re si d e nt , members of the
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