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fund people in order to do this. W have it in statute and it
can work, and with that, those are the opening renarks of what
the amendment is going to do, and | sinply think I will sit back
and watch the discussion. And, again, myreasons for offeri ng
the amendnent is to give some type of mechanismso that these
two groups who have been, in nmy opinion, it has been a very
difficult type of negoti ation, angd particularly on the part of]

again in ny opinion, of the Hstorica | SOCIet¥. These t
groups are going to need sone type of nechanism Tor these wounds

to' heal, and | think this nechanismcan be a very effective way
to go, and, Nadam President, | conclude nmy remarks.

SENATOR LABEDZ: Thankyou. W are speaking on the amendment to
LB 340. Senator Chambers.

SENATOR CHAMBERS: NadamChai r, menbers of the Leg| sl ature,
Senator Bernard-Stevens had done such a good job of explaining
hi s amendrment and al so delineating the circunstances in which

di spute or controversy could arise, gndif one really did and if
it were legitimate and genuine, it would be 5o narrow in scope
that I don't see that it would take a Sglomon to resolve the
i ssue. So wi t hout having to create a new | ayer of bureaucracy,
setting up some kind of systemwhere two, if you \ant to call
them warring factions have to agree on a third that is
acceptable to both of them whichis h|gh|y unlikely, we would
be wi se to accept Senator Bernard-Stevens' agpendnent. To set up
any other systemcould create an argument about how to solve the
argunent, and here iswhat | amsaying. Let's say there is a
genui ne dlspute and you are trying to arrange some wayto get a
committee to operate. There could be so nuch dissension in
putting together the commttee, if you want to say it would be
formed by each side npaning one, then those two settle on a
third, that could entail so nuch argument and loss of ime and
inabillty to operatethat we would have a deadl ock and not hi ng
woul d occur. If, on the other hand, you had a gj{yation where
the Governor or any political entity is going to setup the
commttee, then it can be tilted one way or +the other. The
Office of Public Counsel is made independent by the statutes
not beholden to the Legislature, to the Governor, or to aﬁy

other entity of government. The Ombudsman will make the
determ nation, and I don't think it would take a great anount of
tinme once the issue was submitted, andif it is not Ii ked, if
the decision is disagreed with, then through the Administrative
Procedures Act, there would be an appeal. sSo | amin favor of

Senat or St evens, Senator Bernard-Stevens' amendnment, and | hope
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