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come t~i an agreement, there is an appeals process that can go to
the Gmbuisman's Office. I understand some people say Ombudsman,
some people say "Omboodsman", that particular office is where it
is going to go. Public Counsel will be much better, and I will
do that, the Public Counsel. That office then will be in charge
of, if you wish, going through the record and making a decision.
That decision would be final with the exception of, obv i ou s l y ,
you can then appeal to the courts based upon the structure that
has already been set up within the statutes of the State of
Nebraska. One of the problems and question,actually it is not
a problem, one of the questions that has arisen is, s hould t h e r e
Re a committee or should there be the Office of P ubli c Cou n s e l
to do this because some people, quite honestly, s ay they d o n o t
trust the Office of Public Counsel to make a wise de c i s i o n . I
find that kind of interesting because when we ge t t o a
discussion of whether it should be a committee or n ot, wh ere
that seems to break down in this case is that there is such an
extreme mistrust on both sides in regards to this decision, I do
not fathom how a committee would be able to be formed t hat a l l
s ides would a g ree upon. I t woul d make i t a ve r y p o l i t i c i zed an d
a very turf oriented type of debate that we are going to have of
who is going to be on the committee. The Of f i c e o f P u b li c ,
whatever that was, Senator Landis, is going to b e a n un b i as e d
party. They have no stake in what actually is going to happen.
They will look at the r ecords . The y can u se whatever i s
available to them. They can use the tools of the office to get
all the information they need to come with a decision, a nd s o me
people say, I just don't trust the Office of Public Counsel, I
just don't trust them. That is fine. If the Office of Public
Counsel makes the decision and you look at the decision, you
look a t t h e r ec o r d s , and you say t h ey er r e d , yo u c a n a p peal i t ,
but in most cases, the record is going to be quite clear and
this is a system that can work. By the way, I might point out
to the body, particularly to new members, that we had a bill
l ast y e a r , L B 6 1 2 , I b e l i e v e i s t h e LB n u mber , which a l s o d ea l t
with t h i s , and i t h ad a committee structure within it. The
arguments against the committee structure by the Historical
Societ y an d ot he r s within the body was,number one, y ou a r e
setting up another, technically, board within a board, and t h at
is a q uote fr om th e Historical Society, a nd y o u .are a l s o
expounding funds for another area that we already have something
in place in statute to handle that, and so they were against the
committee structure at that point. I feel it is only best to
use what we have. We don't need another agency. W e don' t n e e d
-another committee. W e don' t n e e d a n o t h e r A bi l l i n o r d er t o
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