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amendment?

was the terminology. There were a number of other things in the
bill the comm ittee thought mi ght have been a little
controversia l a n d needed extra w o r k. Rat her , and what we
p robably s h o ul d ha v e done was amend those other things out of
the bill and advance this portion. We didn't do t hat. We
indefinitely postponed t he bi l l t hi n k i n g t h a t w e ought t o d e a l
with this certificate process next year. I n doing so , we di d
kill a portion of the bill that probably does need to pass in
this session, this dealing with this teacher test, the timing of
it versus when the results are back probably does need t o p a s s
this se s s i on . For that r easo n , I am supporting Senator
Schimek's amendment here and would urge the body to also support

SENATOR LABEDZ: Senator Hall, would you l i k e t o speak t o t he

SENATOR HALL: T hank y ou , Ma d a m Chair, and members of the
committee, I just would say that I support Senator Schimek's
effort, because as Senator Withem stated, it is a portion of the
balll that is noncontroversial and does need our attention this
year, and I have no objection to it being added to LB 250.

SENATOR LABEDZ: Senator Bernard-Stevens.

SENATOR BERNARD-STEVENS: Senator Schimek, would you y i e l d t o a
few questions on concerning your handout'? Senator Schimek, I am
j ust k i nd of cur i ou s , the PPST or the test, itself, that was
taken, that is not. ..that test was organized and c r e a t e d and
tested, if you wish, or graded by a n other entity, is that
correct ?

SENATOR SCHINEK:
New Jersey.

SENATOR BERNARD-STEVENS: Okay, and the amount of time it takes
is, in essence, say three months before a teacher can t ake t het est and be f ore they can get f inal officials and the
certificate, they are saying a minimum of three months, is that
a reasonable time period to you? That we take a test, it takes
three days to go in the mail, they have their, w hatever , wee k ,
two weeks to go through it,computerize tested, they send it
b ack, t a kes t h r e e d a y s , so, i n es se n ce, ar e we s a y i n g t he
Department of Education takes two months or more in order to
proce. s something that m a y b e v er y important to a sc hool

That i s cor r ec t . T he t e st c om e s from
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