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that I will probably support the amendment because I t hink t h e
term "plura l i s t i c " is pretty broad, and I think that probably
you could have some possible problems. I commend Senator Hall
for introducing the bill. I think that it does deal with some
very real problems that should not exist in society and I think
that it is a n ex cellent bill and should be enacted by the
Legislature. Some of the language is a bit confusing, and w i t h
that I can understand S enator Be ck ' s co n c e r n s . Thank you,

S PEAKER BARRETT: T h ank y o u . Before recognizing Senator Beck on
her amendment, I am pleased to announce that Senator Beyer has
some very special guests in the north balcony. We have
65 fourth grade students from Gretna Public School with their
teacher. Wou ld you p eople please s tand and be r e c ogn i z ed .
T hank you . W e a re p l ea sed t o h a v e y o u v is i t i n g wi t h u s t h i s
m orning . Sen a t o r B e c k .

SENATOR BECK: Thank you, Mr. Chairman. I would just continue
on and t r y t o b r i ng out a few more po ints here . I am
particularly...I think Senator A bboud made a v e r y g ood p o i n t
with looking at the f avorabl e expe r i e n c es b ecause t ha t i s
classroom e x p e r i e n c e , and I don't know how you get classroom
experience and make it favorable unless as a t each e r you d o
something. And having been a teacher,a nd al t h ough Dave and I
a re on oppos i t e s i d e s on t h i s on e , and we b oth h a ve b een
teachers, I feel that you may have to be put in the position of
having to do something, and, again, I want to repeat my argument
that with the many ethnic cultures that have their own, perhaps,
religious affiliation, I just don't know how t hat can b e
translated into a favorable experience for the child because you
are go i n g t o h ave many different kinds of religion in a
classroom, and I think that as teachers we need t o st ay away
from those kinds of things. And I t h i nk t h i s b i l l u l t i ma t el y ,
although its intent is to stop ethnic and racial prejudice and
to teach teachers how to deal with that, they will have to do
something in the classroom to deal with it, and so t h en i f we
open i t u p t o p l u r a l i st i c , we can end up with all kinds of
things, social differences. Can yo u t eac h , y ou know, t h e
Ku Klux Klan as a f avorable experience? Hardly not, I don' t
think so. You can get into political differences, and I j u st
think that, and several of the people who have spoken against my
amendment say, well, you know, it could be misinterpreted.
Well, that is the whole point of my amendment is that i t i s
ill-defined. I think if we want to open up those kind of things

Mr. P res id en t .
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