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SENATOR HALL: ...to deal with this issue. So I mean I would
just like to reemphasize the fact that this deals with the
education of our teachers, doesn't deal with anything that is
going to take place in the classroom, but it gives them the
tools to handle problems that will come up in this area an d It hink t hat I f u l l y appreciate Senator Beck's concern, but I
think it is misconceived and I would urge the body to reject the
Beck amendment. Thank you.

SPEAKER BARRETT: Thank y o u. S enator Be rn a r d - S t e v en s ,
additional discussion on the Beck amendment.

SENATOR BERNARD-STEVENS: Just very briefly, Mr. President, I ,
too, would rise in opposition though I understand t he p o si t i v e
intent and nature of Senator Beck's amendment. I was just going
t o p a g e 2 and 3 actually of the green copy that has not been
changed by the committee amendments that were agreed t o ea r l i er
to try to st ress again that the intent of the bill is not to
teach substantive content but rather skills in dealing with
particular problems. And I'd draw anyone's attention, if they' d
care, on the areas that needs to be looked at to make s ure t h a t
t hese t o p i c s a r e covered wi t h i n cou r se s taught within the
institutions of hi gher learning. I t woul d b e a n a w a r e n ess a n d
understanding of values, of lifestyles, an awareness of that; an
ability to recognize and d e a l wi t h b iases ; t h e ab i l i t y to
translate knowledge into attitudes, ski l l s , a n d t ec h n i q u es ; t h e
ability to recognize the ways of biases; and re s pect t h e human
d ignity. We are teaching teachers, if you wish, the ski l l s
needed in order to help students deal with and they, t hemselves ,
d eal w i t h h u man r e l a t i o n s , and that is the intent, and I t h i n k
others within the state have misinterpreted the intent to the
bill thinking that we are going to get in particular content and
that is not the nature of the bill nor the intent of t he b i l l .
So upon that, I would very kindly disagree with the amendment
o ffe red b y S enato r B e ck . Thank you , Mr . Pr e s i d e n t .

SPEAKER BARRETT: S enator Ne l s on , p l e as e .

SENATOR NELSON: Mr. Speaker, members of the body, I will m ake
this very brief. I su p p or t Sen at o r B e c k . I visited with
Senator Hall about this. I believe the day the bill came up on
the floor before, he was absent, so we didn't get time. Senator
Beck h a s a ver y good po i n t . We are not trying to get into
various religious aspects. When you open up t hat d oo r , y ou
again o p e n up an area of very different opinions and so on.
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